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SOCIAL SPIRITUALISM. 


ALL human experience proves that social custom is a 
stronger force than political power, and that when the two 
are brought into violent conflict, the political power is 
sooner or later overthrown. 
every effort should be made to foster the growth of the social 
aspects of Spiritualism ; it should be a movement connected 
with family life, and made to spread from home to home, 
rather than from public meeting to public meeting. The 
professional mediums, whose manifestations and personal 
character deserve it, should have as many regular engage- 
ments as possible in the homes of Spiritualists, so that 
inquirers who wish to see them can be present only by pri- 
vate invitation, and not at their own will and pleasure. 
Perhaps it is not possible to stop public séances entirely, but 
the best mediums should be so well supported in other ways 
that they will receive strangers only by written introduction, 
and be thus protected from the remnant of the spirit of per- 
secution yet abroad in the world. If these principles be 
generally adopted, political and other external powers will 
have no means of persecution except by trying to intrude 
into private homes ; any attempt of that kind will rouse the 
indignation of every grade of society, and will assuredly fail. 
Drawing-room meetings next season in connection with 
Spiritualism would confer considerable strength, 
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A REMARKABLE CASE OF DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS. 

To the Editor of “The Religio-Philosophical Journal,’ January 11, 1879, 
Lottsville, Penn. 

I senp you acopy of a letter, it being a compilation of 
facts addressed by the Rev. Timothy Alden to Dr. Samuel L. 
Mitchell, of New York. I would state that Mr. Alden was a 
prominent Presbyterian clergyman, an early settler at Mead- 
ville, Crawford county, Pa., and founder of Alleghany 
College, now under the control and patronage of M. E. 
Church. I have a personal recollection of the reverend 
gentleman, he having several times visited at my father’s, 
when I was a boy of some twelve years of age. 

If you consider the letter of sufficient importance, you are 
at liberty to publish it, as it is a matter of public notoriety, 
having been published in the Pennsylvania Historical 
Collections of 1843, page 254, now before me, and from 
which I copy. DanteL Lort. 


Meadville, Penn., June 21st, 1816. 

Drar Sir,—I now do myself the pleasure to give you an 
account of a very singular case. Possibly you may have 
met with something analogous to it in your researches, but 
so far as my inquiries have extended it is without a parallel. 

Mr. William Reynolds, his wife and children, composing a 
respectable family, originally citizens of Birmingham, Great 
Britain, settled in the vicinity of Oil Creek, twenty-seven 
miles from this village, in the year 1798. Miss Mary 
Reynolds, one of his daughters, a worthy young lady, an 
inmate of the family of her brother John Reynolds, Esq., 
one of my nearest neighbours, is the subject of this com- 
munication, upon which I shall be happy to see your 
animadversions. For five years she has exhibited the 
phenomena of a person vested with a twofold consciousness, 
or more definitely with two distinct consciousnesses. 

I became acquainted with Miss Reynolds soon after my 
removal to this place, in 1815, when she was in the exercise 
of her original consciousness, the last evening of which she 
spent at my house. The following evening I was at her 
brother’s, where there wasaconsiderablecompany, of which she 
was one. To my surprise, when I spoke to her, she had no 
knowledge of me ; I was, therefore, introduced to her anew. 


There is therefore reason why | 


My curiosity was excited, and it was gratified by a history of (}/ 


her singular case, of which you will please accept the subse- 
quent concise narrative :— 

After arriving at adult age she was occasionally afflicted 
with fits, but of what particular name I have not been able 
satisfactorily to ascertain. In the spring of 1811, she had a 
very severe visitation of this kind—her frame was greatly 
convulsed, and she was extremely ill for several days, when 
her sight and hearing left her, she becoming totally blind 
and deaf. During twelve weeks, from the time of the fit 
mentioned, she continued in a very feeble state; but at the 
end of five weeks the use of her visual and auditory faculties 
were perfectly restored. A more remarkable dispensation of 
Providence, however, awaited her. A little before the 
expiration of the twelve weeks, one morning, when she 
awoke, she appeared to have lost all recollection of every- 
thing that she ever knew. Her understanding, with an 
imperfect knowledge of speech, remained; but her father, 
mother, brothers, sisters, and neighbours were altogether 
strangers to her. She had forgotten the use of written lan- 
guage, and did not know a single letter of the alphabet, nor 
how to discharge the duties of any domestic employment 
more than a new-born babe. She, however, presently began 
to regain various kinds of knowledge. She continued five 
weeks in this way, when suddenly she passed from the 
second state—for distinction it may be so-called—into her 
first. All consciousness of the five weeks just elapsed was 
totally gone, and her original consciousness was fully 
restored. 

Now the cloud which had overspread her mental hemi- 
sphere was dissipated. Her kindred and friends were at 
once recognised; every kind of knowledge which she had 
ever acquired was as much at her command as at any former 
period of her life; but of the time and all the events which 
had transpired during her second state she had not the most 
distant idea. For three weeks, to the comfort of herself and 
the family, she continued in her first state, but in her sleep 
the transition was renewed, and she awoke in her second 
state. As before, so now, all knowledge acquired in her 
first state was forgotten, and of the circumstances of her 
three weeks’ lucid interval she had no- conception, but of the 
small fund of knowledge she had gained in the former second 
state, she was able to avail herself, and she continued from 
day to day to add to this little treasure. From the spring 
of 1811 the subject of this address has been in this wonderful 
condition, frequently changing from her first to her second, 
and from her second to her first state; more than three- 
quarters of her time she has been in her second state. There 
is no periodical regularity as to the transition. Sometines 
she continues several months and sometimes a few weeks, a 
few days, or only a few hours, in her second state; but in 
the lapse of five years she has been at no one instance more 
than twenty days in her first state. 

Whatever knowledge she has acquired at any time in her 
second state is familiar to her whenever in that state, and 
now she has made such proficiency, she is as well acquainted. 
with things, and is in general as intelligent, in her second 
as in her first state. It is about three years since an attempt 
was first made to reteach her chirography. Her brother 
gave her a name, which he had written for her to copy. She 
readily took a pen, agreeably to his request, and it is a fact 
that she actually began to write it, though in a very awkward 
manner from the right hand to the left, in the Hebrew mode. 
It was not long before she obtained a tolerable skill in pen- 
manship, and in her second state often amuses herself in 
writing poetry, yet in her first state this is an exercise which 
she seldom, if ever, attempts. It may be remarked that she 
acquires all kinds of knowledge in her second state with 


| much greater facility than would a person never before in- 


structed. In her second state she has now been introduced 
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to many persons whom she always recognises when in that 
state, and no one appears to enjoy the society of friends 
better than this young lady; but if ever so well known to 

herin her first state she has no knowledge of them in her 
second till an acquaintance, de novo, is formed; and in like 
manner all acquaintances formed in her second state must 
be formed in her first also in order to be known in that. 

This astonishing transition, scores of times repeated, 
always takes place in her sleep. In passing from her second 
to her first state, nothing is particularly noticeable in her 
sleep, but in passing from her first to her second state, her 
sleep is so profound that no one can wake her, and it not 
unfrequently continues eighteen or twenty hours. She has 
generally some presentiment of the change, and frequently 
for several days before the event. Her sufferings, formerly 
in the near prospect of the transition from either the one or 
the other states, were extreme. When in one state she had 
no consciousness of ever having been in the other; but of the 
wonderful fact she was persuaded on the representation of 
her friends. Hence, when about to undergo the transition, 
fearing she should never revert so as to know again in 
this world those who were dear to her, her feelings in this 
respect were not unlike the feelings of one entering the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death; but she has now passed so often 
from one state to the other, that she does not anticipate the 
change with that horror or distressing apprehension with 
which for a considerable time she used to do. 

As an evidence of her ignorance in her second state at an 
early period, she was once walking at a little distance from 
her father’s house, and discovered a rattlesnake. She was 
delighted at the beautiful appearance of this, to her, unknown 
dangerous reptile, and sprang forward to catch it, For- 
tunately the serpent lay near a hole under a log, and as she 
seized it by the rattle it thrust its head in, and she was not 
able to draw it out. At another time she was riding in a 
narrow path alone, in the woods, and met a bear which did 
not seem disposed to give her the path. She boldly rode up 
to the huge animal, and in a very imperious style ordered 
him out of the way, and she was upon the point of dis- 
mounting to belabour him with her whip, when he peaceably 
“cleared off.” 

This young lady is naturally of a cheerful disposition, but 
thoughtful. In her second state her imagination glows, her 
wit is keen, ier remarks are often shrewd and rational, and 
her prejudices, conceived without cause against her best 
friends, are sometimes very strong. 

(Signed) Timotay ALDEN, 

Says the author: ‘ The young lady is still living (1843), 
is of sane mind and in good health, and is teacher in a school. 
She has had no return of her peculiar insanity for many 
years.” 


The above is a true copy. Danm Lorr. 
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THE HAUNTINGS AT WOODSTOCK. 

A RECENT number of the Foresters’ Miscellany contains a 
clever article by Mrs, ©. A. White ‘on ‘‘ A Few Trees that 
have their Stories.” Among several curious incidents the 
authoress gives an account of occurrences in connection 
with the famous Woodstock oak that are not without interest 
to Spiritualists, who probably will consider that it requires 
more credulity to believe in the legerdemain of the secretary 
than to accept the phenomena described as veritable spiritual 
manifestations. The following narrative is from Plott’s 
History of Oxfordshire, and the details are given at greater 
length in the preface to one of Sir Walter Scott’s novels :— 

“ Soon after the murder of King Charles I. a commission 
was appointed to survey the King’s house at Woodstock, 
with the manor, park, woods, and other demesnes to that 
manor belonging, and one Collins, under a feigned name, 
hired himself as secretary to the Commissioners, who, upon 
the 13th of October, 1649, met, and took up their residence 
in the King’s own rooms; his majesty’s bed-chamber they 
made their kitchen, the council hall their pantry, and the 
presence chamber was the place where they sat for the 
dispatch of business. His majesty’s dining-room they made 
their wood-yard, and stored it with the wood of the famous 
royal oak from the High Park, which, that nothing might 
be left with the name of king about it, they had dug up by 


| the roots, and split and bundled up into faggots for their 


firing. Things being thus prepared, they sat on the 16th of 
the same month for the dispatch of business, and in the 
midst of their first debate there entered a large black dog 


| (as they thought), which made a dreadful howling, over- 


turned two or three of their chairs, and then crept under a 
bed and vanished, This gave them the greater surprise, as 
the doors were kept constantly locked, so that no real dog 
could get in or out. The next day their surprise was in- 
creased, when sitting at dinner in a lower room, they heard 
plainly the noise of persons walking over their heads, though 
they well knew the doors were all locked, and there could 
be nobody there; presently after they heard also all the 
wood of the King’s park brought by parcels from the 
dining-room, and thrown with great violence into the 
presence chamber; as also all the chairs, stools, tables, 
and other furniture forcibly hurled about the room; 
their own papers of the minutes of their transactions 
torn and the ink-glass broken. When all this noise 
had some time ceased Giles Sharp, their secretary, 


| proposed to enter first into these rooms, and in presence of 


the commissioners, of whom he received the keys, he opened 
the doors, and found the wood spread about the room, the 
chairs tossed about and broken, the papers torn, the ink- 
glass broken (as has been said), but not the least trace of any 
human creature, nor the least reason to suspect one, as the 
doors were all fast, and the keys in the custody of the com- 
missioners, It was therefore unanimously agreed that the 
power who did this mischief must have entered the room at 
the keyhole. The night following, Sharp, the secretary, with 
two of the Commissioners’ servants, as they were in bed in 
the same room, which room was contiguous to that where the 
Commissioners lay, had their beds feet lifted up so much 
higher than their heads, that they expected to have their necks 
broke; and then they were let fall at once with so much 
violence as shook the whole house, and more than ever 
terrified the Commissioners. On the night of the 19th, as all 
were in bed in the same room for greater safety, and lights 
burning by them, the candles in an instant went out with a 
sulphureous smell, and that moment many trenchers of wood 
were hurried about the room, which next morning were found 
to be the same their honours had eaten on the day before, 
which were all removed from the pantry, though not a lock 
was found open in the whole house. The next night they 
fared still worse ; the candles went out as before, the curtains 
of their honours’ beds were rattled to and fro with great 
violence, their honours received many cruel blows and 
bruises by eight great pewter dishes and a number of wooden 
trenchers being thrown on their beds, which being heaved 
off, were heard rolling about the room, though in the 
morning none of these were to be seen. This night, like- 
wise, they were alarmed with the tumbling down of 
oaken billets about their beds, and other frightful noises, but 
all was clear in the morning asif no such thing had happened. 


i The next night the keeper of the King’s house and his dog 


lay in the Commissioners’ room, and then they had no dis- 
turbance. But on the night of the 22nd, though the dog 
lay in the room as before, yet the candles went out, a 
number of brickbats fell from the chimney into the room, 
the dog howled piteously, their bedclothes were all stripped 
off, and their terror increased. On the 24th they thought all 
the wood of the King’s oak was violently thrown down by 
their bedsides ; they counted 64 billets that fell, and some 
hit and shook the beds in which they lay; but in the morn- 
ing none were found there, nor had the door been opened 
where the billet wood was kept. The next night the candles 
were put out, the curtains rattled, and a dreadful crack like 
thunder was heard, and one of the servants running to see 
if his master were not killed, found three dozen trenchers 
laid smoothly under the quilt by him, but all was nothine 
to what succeeded afterwards. The 29th, about midnight, 
the candles went out, something walked majestically through 
the room and opened and shut the windows; great stones 
were thrown violently into the room, some of which fell on 
the beds, others on the floor ; and at about a quarter after one 
a noise was heard as of forty cannon discharged together, 
and again repeated at about eight minute’s distance. This 
alarmed and raised all the neighbourhood, who coming into 
their honours’ room gathered up the great stones, four score 
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in number, and laid them by in the corner of a field, where, 
in Dr. Plott’s time, who reports this story, they were tobe 
seen. This noise, like the discharge of cannon, was heard 
through all the country for 16 miles round. During these 
noises which were heard in both rooms together, the Com- 
missioners and their servants gave one another over for lost, 
and cried out for help, and Giles, snatching up a sword, had 
well-nigh killed one of their honours, mistaking him for the 
spirit as he came in his shirt from his own room to theirs. 
While they were together the noise was continued, and part 
of the tiling of the house was stripped off, and all the 
windows of an upper room were taken away with it. On 
the 30th, at midnight, something walked into the chamber 
treading like a bear ; it walked many times about, then threw 
the warming-pan violently on the floor; at the same time a 
large quantity of broken glass, accompanied with great stones 
and horses’ bones came pouring into the room with un- 
common force; these were all found in the morning to the 
astonishment and terror of the Commissioners, who were yet 
determined to go on with their business. But on the 1st of 
November the most dreadful scene of all ensued; candles in 
every part of the room were lighted up and a great fire 
made; at midnight, the candles all yet burning, a noise 
like the burst of a cannon was heard in the room, and 
the burning billets were tossed about by it even into 
their honours’ beds, who called Giles and his companions 
to their relief, or otherwise the house had been burnt to 
the ground. About an hour after, the candles went out 
as usual, the crack as of many cannon was heard, and 
many pailfuls of green stinking water were thrown upon 
their honours’ bed; great stones were also thrown in as 
before, the bed-curtains and bedstead torn and broken, 
the windows shattered, and the whole neighbourhood alarmed 
with the most dreadful noises; nay, the very rabbit-stealers 
that were abroad that night in the warren were so terrified 
that they fled for fear, and left their ferrets behind them. 
One of their honours this night spoke, and in the name of 
God asked what it was, and why it disturbed them so? No 
answer was given to this, but the noise ceased for awhile, 
when the spirit came again, and, as they all agreed, brought 
with it seven devils worse than itself. One of the servants 
now lighted a large candle and set it in the doorway between 
the two chambers io see what passed, and as he watched it 
he plainly saw a hoof striking the candle and candlestick 
into the middle of the room, and afterwards making three 
scrapes over the snuff, scraped it out. Upon this the same 
person was so bold as to draw a sword, but he had scarcely 
got it out when he felt another invisible hand had hold of it 
too, and pulled with him for it, and at length prevailing, 
struck him so violently on the head with the pummel, that 
he fell down for dead with the blow. At this instant there 
was heard another burst like the discharge of the broadside 
of a ship of war, and about a minute or two’s distance each, 
no less than nineteen more such; these shook the house so 
violently that they expected every moment it would fall upon 
their heads. The neighbours on this, as has been said, being 
all alarmed, flocked to the house in great numbers, and all 
joined in praying and psalm-singing, during which the noise 
still continued in the other rooms, though no visible agent was 
seen to discharge them. 
all, and put an end to their proceedings effectually, happened 
next day as they were all at dinner, when a paper in which 
they had signed a mutual agreement to reserve a part of the 
premises out of the general survey, and afterwards to share 
it equally among them (which paper they had hid for the 
present under the earth in a pot in one corner of the room, 
and in which an orange tree grew), was consumed in a 
wonderful manner by the earth taking fire, with which the 
pot was filled, and burning violently with a blue fume, and 
an intolerable stench, so that they were all driven out of 
the house, to which they could never be again prevailed upon 
toreturn.” 

This wouderful contrivance was all the invention of the 
memorable Joseph Collins, of Oxford, otherwise called fanny 
Joe, who, having hired himself for secretary, under the 
name of Giles Sharp, by knowing the private traps belong- 
ing to the house, and the help of pudois fudminans, and other 
chemical preparations, and letting his fellow-servants into 
the scheme, carried on the deceit, without discovery, to the 
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very last, insomuch that the late Dr. Plott, in his Natural 
History, relates the whole for facts. 


SPRING. 
BY DOLLIE MAITLAND, 

Ovr fairest things must fade and die— 
So bards and poets say— 

And hands that nursed the sweetest flowers 
Must bury them away ; 

And ears that loved the softest strain 
Must hear the song grow strange, 

And hearts once full of golden light 
Be shadowed by the change; 

And youthful brows must furrowed be, 
And eyes no more be bright, 

For rosy morning quickly dies, 
And passes into night. 


But thou, thou happy, joyous Spring, 
Thou wilt not wholly die, 

Till the sea forgets to murmur, 
The troubled winds to sigh. 

Though we lose thee for a little, 
Thou comest back again, 

With sylvan beauties in thy path, 
And wood-nymphs in thy train. 

We mark no change upon thy face, 
No wrinkle on thy brow; 

Thy beauty, as it ever was, 
Dawns gently on us now. 


We know not where thy feet have been, 
Since we beheld thee last ; 

We know not where thy fragrant wings 
Have fluttered in the past ; 

But thou hast come, and as of old, 
With tender blossoms drest, 

With harebells twining round thy brow, 
And snowdrops on thy breast : 

With golden wreaths of petals bright, 
With breezes fresh and sweet, 

And violets hanging modestly 
About thy dewy feet. 


Now brooklets ripple through the glen, 
Rejoicing in their birth, 

And sunbeams whisper to the air 
Sweet thoughts that touch the earth; 

The earth awakes with soft delight, 
She knows the sunbeams bring 

A faint and holy memory 
Of songs the angels sing: 

Of songs our spirits may not hear, 
Until our chains are riven, 

Until our souls soar far away, 
And reach the gates of Heaven. 


The old man now forgets his age, 
His worn face smiles with joy, 

As he recalls his happy dreams, 
His “ spring-time,” when a boy; 

And they whose sunny days are o’er, 
Whose race is well nigh-run, 

Still smile to see their children smile, 
As they themselves have done. 

For every heart holds some soft voice, 
That wakens in the spring, 

And sighs its own sweet melody 
When birds begin to sing. - 


Mr. C. E, Wittsams has returned to town, and holds séances on 
Thursdays and Saturdays as usual. 

Miss Ross, who gives such remarkable psychometric delineations of 
character, has recently been in London, on a visit to Dr. and Mrs, 
Nichols at West Brompton. 

Mr, J. W. Frercuer’s Sunday evening services at the Cavendish 
Rooms, London, are well attended. Last Sunday every seat was 
occupied. He informs us that next Sunday, at 11.30 a.m., he will hold 
a class meeting for children and adults. He wishes all who are interested 
in Children’s Lyceums to communicate with him at 4, Bloomsbury- 
place, London, W C. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IDEAS IN THE SACRED POETRY 
OF ANCIENT ORIENTAL RACES.* 
BY C. J, PLUMPTRD, LECTURER ON PUBLIC SPEAKING AT KING'S COLLEGE, 

Wuo can rightly define what true poetry is? Who shall 
limit its influence or deny its right to take the first and 
highest rank among those powers by which the soul of man 
is exalted and refined ? 
beyond its control—one emotion of human nature beyond 
its reach of grasp? As the sea is gently stirred by the 
summer gale, or lashed by the winter’s storm, and leaps 
into life, activity, and motion, so from the soul of man, when 
agitated by deep feeling or passionate emotion, break forth 
the strong waves of poetical metaphor and expression. 

Lord Kaimes well remarks that when a man is perfectly 
cool and sedate, he is not much disposed to poetical flights, 
nor to sacrifice truth and reality to imaginary beauties ; far 
less is he so disposed when oppressed with care or interested 
in some important transaction that engrosses him wholly. On 
the other hand aman when elevated or animated by passion 
is disposed to elevate or animate all his objects; he avoids 
familiar names, exalts objects by circunilocution or metaphor, 
and gives even life and voluntary action to inanimate beings. 
In this heat of mind the highest poetical flights are indulged 
in, and the boldest similes and metaphor relished. 

Now, what is here said of man generally holds good of all 
nations and in all times, and of none more truly than the 
great Semitic race in which the Hebrew tribes are embraced. 
They were a people of strong passions and emotions, of deep 
religious feelings, and acute sensibilities and perceptions 
also in regard to the external world. Look into their 
historical records, among the oldest authentic writings in 
the world, and you can scarcely open a single page, no matter 
in what book, without finding ample evidence of their 
profound sentiment of love for nature, as well as adoration 
of nature’s God. View these books either individually 
or collectively, and they are, as a rule, the most 
ancient, the most venerable monuments of poetic 
feeling and creative fancy with which we are acquainted. 
If you ask where this sentiment is most nobly and visibly 
manifested, I answer—in their pastoral effusions, in their 
hymns of praise, in their choral songs, in all the splendour of 
lyric poetry in the Psalms of David, and in the schools of 
seers and prophets, whose exalted inspiration, as the great 
Humboldt remarks, almost wholly removed from the past, 
turns its prophetic aspirations to the future. 

But I have specially selected the poetry of the Hebrews as 
a fitting subject for a lecture, because, independently of its 
intrinsic beauty, its innate sublimity, it offers to us especially 
the attraction of being linked by the closest ties with all 
those reminiscences which are associated with the local seat 
of the religion professed by the believers in the four most 
widely diffused religions in the world—the Jewish, the 
Indian, the Christian, and the Mahommedan. ‘There is 
this striking peculiarity in the Hebrew poetry, that as 
clearly as the broad calm lake reflects the bright image 
of the noon-day sun, so does it reflect the Unity. And 
further, as a reflex of this monotheistic idea, it embraces 
also the whole universe in its entirety and unity, from the 
glittering stars and planets in the illimitable fields of space, 
to this earth which we inhabit, and the myriad forms of life 
which it sustains. ‘est this assertion: look into the mind 
and writings of the Hebrew poet, and you will find that in 
general his tone is lofty, solemn, and full of a wondrous 
power and pathos. He dwells but rarely on the single 
isolated acts of nature, the individuality of phenomena; he 
prefers rather the contemplation of great masses in the 
aggregate. He does not, lke some of the classic poets, 
present nature as a_self-evolving, self-dependent object, 
glorious in its individual sublimity and beauty, but still 
self-sustaining. No, his aim is something higher than this; 
he calls on you to look at nature as the work of Divine 
creation and superintendence, the living expression of the 
omnipresence of the Deity in the visible universe. 
Tous, then, from a necessary law, I may say from the very 
nature of the subject, the poetry of the Hebrews is grand 
and sad and solemn; and nowhere more so than when it 
treats of man and his condition on the globe—ever aspiring 
to something higher, something nobler than he feels he can 


* A paper read at the last meeting of the Psychological Society, 
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ever be on earth. It is truly remarked, indeed, that the 
Hebrew poetry, notwithstanding its grandeur, and the lofty 
tone of exultation to which it is often elevated by the charm 
of music, scarcely ever loses the restraint of measure, as 
does the poetry of the Hindoos. Devoted to the pure con- 
templation of the Divinity, it remains clear and simple in 
the midst of the most figurative expression, delighting in 
comparisons which recur with almost rhythmical regularity. 

Where, let me ask, will you find more true, more pic- 
turesque, more faithful representations of the scenery and 
general character of the country in which they were com- 
posed? They reflect all this as truly as the placid lake 
reflects the lofty mountains by which it is surrounded. As 
you read these wondrous records of the past, you seem to 
see the alternations of barrenness and fertility—the sunny 
plains and the Alpine forests by which the land of Palestine 
is characterised. In their pages you have in regular suc- 
cession all the changes of climate by which the country is 
affected. You see the primitive rites, manners, and customs 
of this shepherd race, with all their pastoral affections and 
all their hereditary aversion to settled agricultural pursuits. 
Take up any of their epic or historical narratives, and with 
what a beautiful simplicity they are graced, and with what 
true colours they paint nature. 

But now if you turn to the lyrical poetry of the Hebrews 
—such as the Psalms of David—you will find there more 
glowing imagery, more picturesque description, a richer 
conception, a more animated embodiment of the life of 
nature. There is one psalm, indeed (104th), in which the 
great traveller Humboldt used to say he found the whole 
image of the Cosmos. Well may we be astonished in a 
lyrical poem of such great antiquity to find in so small a 
compass the earth, the heavens, the whole universe sketched 
by a few bold touches. This is, indeed, word-painting of 
the simplest but highest order. 

You see here in striking contrast the life and action of 
the various elements of nature, and the monotonous life and 
labour of man from dawn to sunset. You will find the 
Psalms abounding in passages such as these, and amongst 
the most striking are the 65th and 74th. 

But of all wonderful records of remote antiquity for its 
beauty of generalisation, its minuteness of detail, its pic- 
turesqueness of description, and its exalted strain of piety 
and religious fervour, is the Book of Job. If not the most 
ancient (and by the best Biblical scholars it is considered to 
have been written before the time of Moses), it is certainly 
the most perfect specimen that we have of Hebrew poetry. 
in it, not only do we see many questions propounded evincing 
the most ardent search after physical and psychological 
knowledge, but we actually find the various processes which 
take place in the atmosphere mentioned—nay, we have 
described with minuteness and accuracy the formation and 
solution of vapour, according to the changing direction of the 
wind, its change of colour, and we are told of the generation 
of the snow and hail, the vivid lightning, and the rolling 
thunder. No matter into what language the Book of Job has 
been translated, its metaphors and expressions drawn from 
the natural scenery of the East leave universally the same 
deep and abiding impression. I scarcely know what chapter 
in this marvellous book to select as an illustration. 

The celebrated traveller whose name I have already men- 
tioned—Humboldt—says that he has always remarked in 
his travels that where nature has sparingly bestowed her 
gifts the senses of man are sharpened, and he marks every 
change in the moving clouds of the atmosphere around him, 
tracing in the solitude of the dreary desert, as on the face of 
the deep and moving sea, every phenomenon through its 
varied changes back to the signs by which its coming was 
proclaimed. The climate of Palestine, especially in the arid 
and rocky portions of the country, is peculiarly adapted to 
give rise to such observations. Again, this poetry of the 
Hebrews, as displayed in the various books of the Old 
Testament, takes a wide range of expression and a great 
variety of form. For instance, we hear, as it were, a trumpet 
blast of warlike enthusiasm from the Book of Joshua to that 
of Samuel ; while, on the other hand, soft as the pastoral airs 
played upon the shepherd’s pipe, the exquisite book of the 
gleaner Ruth breathes to us a strain of music that charms 
us by its beautiful but natural simplicity. Goethe, the great 
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German poet, calls it the loveliest specimen of epic and 
idyle poetry which we possess. 

From the Hebrew tribes, the great Semitic race, let us 
now turn to the poetry of the Indians, Arabians, Persians, 
and Egyptians. What do we find here? A literature de- 
veloped under the genial glow of southern climes, presenting 
the most charming descriptions, not only of organic life, but 
of inanimate nature. 

Let us take, however, the Arabs first, and for this reason, 


because their poetry is a reflection even now of that sublime | 


contemplative consideration of nature which was the original 
characteristic of the Oriental races. The poet of the Arabs 
par eminence is Asrudi, and his grand work is named after 
its hero, the Autar. The English Oriental scholar, Mr. 
Hamilton, who has translated this poem, remarks the 
Biblical tone which pervades it throughout. It records the 
journey and adventures of the hero from the time of his 
leaving the desert till his arrival at Constantinople, and so 
introduces a striking and picturesque contrast between Greek 
culture and nomadic ruggedness. It may excite surprise to 
find how small a space in the earliest Arab poems is devoted 
to descriptions of the scenery and natural products of the 
country; but the surprise will soon vanish when we consider 
that a monotonous uniformity of grassy plains and sandy 
deserts is little likely to produce a warm feeling of love for 
nature, except under rare and peculiar conditions of mind. 
Accordingly, we find that these poems are chiefly devoted to 
stories of deeds of arms and tle praises of hospitality and 
fidelity. What descriptions of natural phenomena there are 
refer chiefly to the winds, the storms, and the long-wished 
for rain. 

Let us now turn to the classic poetry of the Hindoos, and 
avail ourselves first of the researches of the great German 
philosopher Lapen. “If we suppose,” says that writer in 
his work on Indian Antiquity, “that a part of the Aryan 
race emigrated to India from their native region in the 
north-western portion of the continent, they would have 
found themselves surrounded by a wholly unknown and 
marvellously luxuriant vegetation. The mildness of the 
climate, the fruitfulness of the soil, and its rich and spon- 
taneous products must have imparted a brighter colouring to 
the new life opening before them. Owing to the originally 
noble characteristics of the Aryan race, and the possession of 
superior mental endowments, in which lay the germs of all 
the nobleness and greatness to which the ancient Indians 
attained, the aspect of external nature gave rise in the minds 
of these nations to a deep meditation on the forces of nature, 
which has proved the means of inducing that contemplative 
tendency which we find so intimately interwoven in the most 
ancient poetry of the Indians. The all-powerful impression 
thus produced on the minds of the people is most clearly 
manifested in the fundamental dogma of their belief—the 
recognition of the Divine in nature. The freedom from care, 
and the ease with which existence could be maintained in 
such a climate, were also inducive to the same contemplative 
tendency. Who could devote themselves with less hindrance 
to a profound meditation of earthly life, of the condition of 
man after death, and of the Divine essence, than those 
anchorites whose dwellings were amid the deep forests, the 
Brahmins of India, whose ancient schools constitute one of 
the most remarkable phenomena of Indian life, and must 
have exercised a special influence on the mental development 
of the whole race ?” 

Of all the memorials of the religious aspirations and 
culture of the ancient Indians, the Vedas are the oldest 
and most valuable. Their grand theme is the veneration of 
the supreme, eternal power that pervades the universe, and 
next to this the deep-rooted love they bear to nature in all 
her varied forms. Epithets and passages, as we shall see, 
are to be met with that are worthy to be compared for their 
poetry, sublimity, and beauty to anything to be found in 
the glowing pages of Homer, Milton, or Shakespeare. 

And here J cannot enter on the consideration of what 
forms the remainder of my lecture without expressing my 
deep indebtedness to many sources, but chiefly to the works 
of Professor Max Miiller, to a most able article in this 
month’s (December) number of The Nineteenth Century on 
“The Religion of the Ancient Egyptians,” and to the 
anonymous author of the learned and deeply-interesting 
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History of Pantheism, published by Deacon and Co. in the 
early part of the present year. What I have culled from 
these works form but a few grains from their golden granary, 
and to those who wish to enter more fully into the subject 
I commend them most warmly to their earnest perusal. 

That most learned and philosophical writer, Professor 
Max Müller, of Oxford, truly remarks that the Vedas, by 
their language and thoughts, supply that distant back- 
ground in the history of all the religions of the Aryan race, 
which was missed indeed by every careful observer, but 
which formerly could be supplied by guess-work only. How 
the Persians came to worship Ormuzd, how the Buddhists 
came to protest against temples and sacrifices, how Zeus 
and the Olympian gods came to be what they are in the 
mind of Homer, or how such beings as Jupiter and Mars 
came to be worshipped by the Italian peasant ?—all these 
questions can now be answered by a simple reference to the 
hymns of the Vedas... . We can watch in the Vedas 
ideas and their names growing, which in Persia, Greece, and 
Rome we meet with only as full-grown or fast decaying, 
We get one step nearer to that distant source of religious 
thought and language which has fed the different national 
streams of Persia, Greece, Rome, and Germany; and we 
begin to see clearly, what never ought to have been doubted, 
that there is no religion without God, or, as St. Augustine 
expressed it, ‘ that there is no false religion which does not 
contain some elements of truth,” 

To appreciate these Vedas justly we must try to divest our- 
selves of the common notions of Polytheism, so repugnant 
not only to our feelings but to ourintelligence. No doubt, if 
we must employ technical terms, the religion of the Vedas 
is Polytheism, not Monotheism. Deities are invoked by 
different names, some clear and intelligible, such as Agu, 
fire ; Surya, the sun; Ushas, the dawn ; Maruts, the storms ; 
Prithivi, the earth; Ap, the waters; Nadi, the rivers: 
others, such as Varuna, Mitra, Indra, which have become 
proper names, disclose but dimly their original application 
to the great aspects of nature—the sky, the sun, the day; 
and yet, strange to say, whenever one of these individual 
gods is invoked, he is never conceived as limited in his 
power by others, as superior or inferior in rank. Each god 
is, to the mind of the suppliant, as great and good as all 
the other gods. He is feltat the time as a real Divinity, 
as supreme and absolute, without a suspicion of those limita- 
tions which, to our minds, a plurality of gods must entail 
on every single god. All the rest disappear for the time 
from the vision of the poet, and the god alone who is to 
fulfil their desires stands in full light before the eyes of the 
worshippers. Thus, it may be said, there are many persons, 
or many names, but one God; and in the Rig Veda occurs 
this passage: ‘They call this god Indra, Mitra, Varuna, 
Aguithew. He is the beantiful winged Garutmat. That 
which is One, the wise call by divers names, as Agui, Zama, 
Matarisvan; though he is One, wise poets make him mani» 
fold by words.’* 

Now let me give you some of the sacred poetry of the 
Vedas, in which I think you will admit there is not only the 
true spirit of poetry, but a deep, sincere, and touching 
yearning after Divine truth. 

1, Who is the God to whom we shall offer our sacrifice ? 

2. He who gives life, He who gives strength, whose 
command all revere, whose shadow is immortality, whose 
shadow is death. Who is the God to whom we shall offer 
our sacrifice ? 

3. He who through His power is the one King of the 
the breathing and awakening world. He who governs man 
and all created things. Who is the God to whom we shall 
offer our sacrifice ? 

4. He whose greatness the snowy mountains, the sea, and 
the distant rivers proclaim ; He whose these regions are, as 
Who is the God to whom we shall offer 


5. He through whom the sky is bright and the earth firm, 
He throtgh whom the heavens were established. He who 


*« Veda” signifies“ Wisdom,” There are four collections of hymns known by the name 
of Vedas: the Rig Veda, Zagur Veda, Sama Veda, and Athawva Veda. But the only im- 
portant, the real Veda, is the Rig Veda. The other so-called Vedas, which deserve no more 
to be called Vedas than the Jewish Talmud deserves the name of Bible, contain chiefiy 
oxiracts from the Rig Veda, together with a mass of sacrificial forms, charms, and incanta» 
tions. The Zagur Veda and Sama Veda may be termed the sacrificial prayer books for the 
priesis, 
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measures out the light in the air. Who is the God to whom 
we shall offer our sacrifice ? 

6. He to whom heaven and earth, standing firm by His 
wili, look up trembling inwardly. He over whom the rising 
sun shines forth. Who is the God to whom we shall offer 
our sacrifice ? 

7. He who by His might looked even over the water 
clouds, the clouds which give strength and light the 
sacrifice. He who alone is God above all gods ! 


(To be continued.) 


A PRIVATE SEANCE. 

On Wednesday last week, at a private séance, held at the 
house of Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Green-street, 
Grosvenor-square, London, Mr. Rita was the medium. The 
guests were seated round the table in the following order :— 
Mr, Rita, Mr. Annesley Mayne, Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 
Miss Mattie Houghton, the Ven. Archdeacon Dunbar, Mr. 
W. H. Harrison, Mr. Serjeant Cox, and Mrs. Ramsay. 
Thus Mr. Rita was held on the one side by Mr. Annesley 
Mayne, of the Junior Carlton Club, and on the other by Mrs. 
Ramsay, of 86, Bryanstone-square, London. 

Some of the usual manifestations took place, such as are 
necessary for the convincing of new inquirers, and for readers 
among the outside public who are strange to the subject, but 
which are familiar in the extreme to experienced Spiritualists. 
That is to say, chairs were piled one over the other on the 
table, and the arms of one or two hooked over the heads of 
the sitters while the medium’s hands were held. A spirit 
face, dimly illuminated, was seen once or twice. 

A voice, which claimed to belong to the spirit who pro- 
duced the test physical manifestations, held a conversation 
with Archdeacon Dunbar, saying that there was no truth in 
the doctrine of eternal punishment, and that Cain was not so 
black as he had been painted, because, as he had never seen 
death, he did not know that any action of his would kill his 
brother Abel. 

Nota few Spiritualists who hold séances for the benefit of 
their unconverted friends would be glad of more advanced 
manifestations, but find that for beginners a few elementary 
test phenomena are most convincing and useful. 


TO ANOTHER THE GIFT OF HEALING. 
BY J. A, CAMPBELL. 

Tis remarkable case of spirit mesmerism will, I think, 
interest the readers of your paper. I translate it from the 
Life of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, by M. de Montalembert, 
one of the loveliest books ever written, and one which I 
commend to all simple people. To myself St. Elizabeth is a 
very real and ever present friend, and it is from her that I 
have learnt a great deal of what T am most thankful to know. 
Last summer I spent under the shadow of her castle of the 
Wartburg, whence I visited her shrine and cathedral church 
at Marbourg, the stateliest and most beautiful specimen 
of early pure German Gothic left to us, built, tradition 
says, from money found daily in the ground—for every 
Jabourer his hire. Modern Roman Catholicism having 
changed its views upon the usury and labour questions, has 
built its far more elaborate cathedral of Cologne chiefly from 
the proceeds of a lottery, and the canonisation of its latter- 
day saints has usually been the apotheosis of brain sickness 
rather than of good works. 


A poor mother, whose child had been for five years 
grievously ill—among other sufferings had immense tumours 
on the back and on the chest—had her carried to the tomb of 
Elizabeth, and watched beside her for two days in prayer. 
At the end of that time, seeing that her prayers were not 
listened to, she murmured loudly against the saint, saying, 
* Since you have not chosen to hear me, I shall prevent all 
others from coming to your shrine.” She then left Marbourg 
greatly irritated; but after having walked a mile and a half, 
the cries and sufferings of her child obliged her to rest near 
a fountain in the village of Rosdorf. The baby fell asleep for 
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i a moment, and when she awoke said that she had seen a 
: beautiful lady whose face was shining, and whose hands were 


white and fine, and that she had gently passed her hands 
over her back and breast, and said, ‘ Arise and walk.” And 
“ Oh, mother, now I feel myself healed through my whole 
body.” It is pleasant to hear “that they returned together 
to the shrine to render thanks to the saint, and left there the 
basket in which the sick one had been carried.” 


Quamdam dominam ad se venientem vidisse, cujus facies 
splendida, manus graciles et candide, que manibus suis 
lenivit corpus ous in dorso et pectore, et disit: surge et 
ambula. 


HEALING MEDIUMSHIP. 


BY W. IL. HARRISON, 


A rew days ago Dr. Mack called upon me, saying that he 
had cured a case of blindness of eighteen years standing, 
and that he wished me to see the patient. I went with him 
to Mr. Manns, 270, Goswell-road, London, and saw the 
servant, Emily Clarke, who had been cured, also Mrs. 
Manns. The latter said that her servant had been nearly 
biind for the year she had been with her, and had been 
growing worse. Dr. Mack merely let a little mes- 
merised water drop into her eyes, and nearly cured 
her in a few minutes. Before that she could never see 
the time by the clock across the kitchen, but ever since she 
has been able to do so easily, and to read small print. One 
eye was always worse than the other; it is not strong now, but 
shecan read with it. There is now considerable difference in the 
focal distance of the lenses of the two eyes; in other words, 
one eye is longer-sighted than the other. I asked Dr. 
Mack what induced him to perform the apparently empirical 
act of dropping mesmerised water into the eye; he replied 
that, as usual with him, he did it involuntarily, under spirit 
control ; all his cures, he said, are effected in like manner. 

The following certificate was then given me for publica- 
tion :— 

‘* At about the age of two years I had what most children 
have in early life, the common illness called measles, which 
left a condition in the eyes, resulting eventually in the 
blindness of one and a dimness of the other. Various 
remedies and institutions were resorted to for the recovery 
of my sight. Iwas an outdoor patient of Little Moorfields 
Hospital, London; also the Maidstone and Chatham Hos- 
pitals. In the two former I was an outdoor patient about 
five years without receiving any benefit; and in the latter 
about six months, when the dimness of my left eye was 
partially removed. Lastly, in the summer of 1876, then 
living at the house of Mr. Arnold, 5, Grosvenor-street, 
Grosvenor-park, Camberwell, the sight of my eye became 
so much clouded that it was with difficulty that I could do 
my work. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold prevailed upon me to visit 
the Royal South London Ophthalmic Hospital, where I was 
admitted by Mr. Carter, the physician in attendance. He 
examined my eyes, and recommended an operation, which I 
declined, and was discharged as incurable. 

“In 1878 I entered the service of Mr. Matthew Manns, 
wholesale and retai] grocer, 215, Goswell-road, E.C. My 
work here was very imperfectly done, at times requiring 
great forbearance on the part of Mrs. Manns, which made 
me very despondent and fearful that I should be left de- 
pendent upon the charity of the world. Mrs. Manns, being 
herself an invalid suffering from an almost incurable disease, 
having heard of Dr. Mack’s success in similar cases, 
she was induced to try his skill, although no one in 


‘ the house seemed to know of him or his peculiar method 


of practice. Mrs. Manns, however, found so much benefit 
from his treatment that I felt encouraged to submit my case to 
him, but with the least possible hope of success. Yielding to 
the desire of Mr, Manns I went upstairs where Dr. Mack was 
treating Mrs. Manns, her daughter being also present. After 
a little delay the doctor looked into my eyes and stated that 
he might be able to benefit one eye, perhaps both, and that 
he would try and see what could be done in a few minutes, 
I must confess that I felé very nervous, because I did not 
know but what bad might be made worse. He evidently 
knew my feelings, and assured me if he did me no good he 
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would do no harm. Having asked for a glass of water, 
which I furnished, he took it in one hand while the fingers 
of the other were directed downwards, being held imme- 
diately over the water for one minute. He then placed 
the tumbler upon the table, and bending my head back- 
wards, he dipped his fingers into the water, and allowed a 
few drops to fall into my eyes. Standing behind me, he 
placed his hands on the sides of my head with his fingers 
extended over my eyes, and suddenly I felt a burning or 
scalding sensation behind and around my eyes, and then a 
fluid ran from them down my face. The time occupied in 
this treatment was about ten minutes. He then asked me 
to try and see what improvement was made, and I told him 
I could see quite well. After placing his fingers over my 
right eye, which was formerly blind, I found I could see 
with that also every object in the room, even to the colour 
of the dresses worn by the ladies, a feat impossible before 
Dr. Mack’s treatment; but still there was a haziness about 
my eyes. He then repeated the operation twice, the whole 
treatment not occupying more than half an hour, at the con- 
clusion of which Dr. Mack requested me to keep my eyes as 
quiet as possible for a few days, thus allowing them to get 
strong and accustomed to the light. On the next day, how- 
ever, he treated them again, and I could see as well as 
anyone could wish, the haziness being entirely removed. 
The first treatment was on November 27th, 1878; and my 
sight is now perfectly restored, my eyes are strong, and I 
can read the smallest print with ease. To me the powers of 
Dr. Mack have proved a blessing, the fear of being burden- 
some to myself and others through my previously helpless 
condition has been removed, my heart has been relieved 
from a dread, and my soul thanks God for endowing Dr. 
Mack with such marvellous powers. I am willing to answer 
any questions, or to prove in any possible way the facts here 
recorded, for the benefit of those who may suffer from the 
same distressing malady. (Signed) EMILY CLARKE.” 
“We, the undersigued, know the above statements to be sub- 
stantially correct. “ Marrpew Manns. 


«V, Manns. 
“B, O, Manys,” 
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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
POSSESSED, 

Ar the last meeting of the Psychological Society, before the delivery 
of an address by Professor Plumptre, Mr. F, K. Munton, the honorary 
secretary, read the following narrative from the Pall Mall Gazette about 
psychological phenomena in Italy :— 


In a little village away up in the province of Udiue, on the borders of 
Italia Irredenta, there is great alarm and commotion; for the young 
girls of the place, one after another, are showing outward and visible 
signs of being possessed by a devil. According to all accounts there are 
vow about thirty young women in this unhappy condition. Why the 
Fvil One should have selected so obscure a village for his operations 
does not seem quite clear. Indeed, the blame ig laid not on him, but on 
the priests. Inquiries made by the authorities have elicited the fact 
that in Lent last year a series of discourses were delivered by a priest, 
in which he described at great length and with much detail the pains of 
hell; thereby terrifying weak young women that they were already lost, 
and that the devil had entered into them. The priests, who at first 
were rather pleased with the impression their brother made, have 
since found that though they had raised the spirit they had no power 
to lay it again. Holy water produces no effect, the most searching 
exorcisms fail, and even such practical measures as beating the 
person affected have been found useless. While the fit of madness 
is on the “possessed” crow like cocks, or mew like cats, or 
bark and howl like dogs and wolves. What is worse, they shock 
their neighbours by blasphemous and obscene language ; being especi- 
ally violent against the priests, cursing them for their inability to 
relieve their suffering by casting out the devil. The prefect of the 
province has sent a commission to Verzegnis, the name of the village, 
to see what can be done to stop the progress of this madness; for, 
by force of example and terror, it threatens to spread. The people of the 
district are ignorant and uneducated, and cannot be persuaded but that 
the devil is really at large amongst them. It must be remembered 
that the rural population in many parts of Italy is no further 
advanced in civilisation than England was two or three hundred 
years ago. 

A curious incident of the same kind was related to me a few months 
ago by a friend who had heard it from the lips of one of the doctors at 
the lunatic asylum at Siena. At Siena there is a very large asylum in 
proportion to the number of inhabitants, but it is nearly always full. 
Among the patients is a man who was formerly servant to a priest in 
the town, and had been remarkable for his piety and devotion. A year 
or two ago he began to show signs of religious mania, and his master, in 
hope of curing him, sent him to a country house for change of air and 
scene. The man appeared to get better, and after some months returned 
to the town, but the mania soon began to show itself again. He had 
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an idea that he was a bishop, and used to preach in the streets: so it 
was resolved to place him in the asylum. Two attendants were sent 
with a carriage to remove him ; and, to get him away quietly, he was 
told that he was to officiate at a religious function. As he was driving 
through the streets he blessed the people; and on nearing the asylum 
he expressed a wish to go in and bless “the poor mad people,” and so 
was taken in. It was easy to persuade him that the patients were his 
flock, and he used to preach to them, and to assist the keepers in many 
little ways; and so, being gentle and harmless, he became a great 
favourite, Among his flock was a very violent lunatic, who constantly 
used language so blasphemous and disgusting that it shocked the 
keepers, and even the other patients; and to this man he specially 
devoted his attention, trying to reason with him and bring him toa 
calmer state, but always in vain, One day, without any warning, he 
fell on the blasphemer and strangled him, telling the keepers that the 
man was possessed with a devil, that he had long tried to cast him out 
but in vain, and so, as the possessed creature was too wicked to live, 
he had killed him. But now it seemed as if the spirit of the dead man 
had entered into his murderer. Religion was forgotten, and its place 
was taken by all the vicious passions of his victim. The most 
blasphemous language continually issued from lips that hitherto had 
been pure of evil speaking; his gentle nature gave place to the violence 
which had characterised the man he had killed; and from being the 
most tractable of patients he has now become one of the most dangerous 

and the one of whom the keepers are most in fear. They all firmly 
believe that the evil spirit cast out of the murdered man actually did 
enter into the body of the murderer. 


PRIVATE THEATRICALS. 

_Last Tuesday night one of the best entertainments which has been 
given in connection with Spiritualism for a long time came off in the 
rooms of the National Association of Spiritualists at Great Russell- 
street, London. It consisted of a concert and private theatrical enter- 
tainment, in aid of the funds of the Association, and the rooms were 
well filled by members and their friends. 

The concert commenced with Nicolai’s overture, “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor,” spiritedly rendered by the Misses Withall. This was 
followed by a vocal duet, ‘“‘ Una Sera d’Amore,” by the Misses Beau- 
mont, which was much applauded. A slight change was made in the 
programme by the introduction of Gounod’s song “Oh that we two were 
Maying,” a composition in Gounod’s own peculiar vein; although it is 
not in all parts fully adapted to Kingsley’s beautiful words, Miss Beau- 
mont yet succeeded well in blending, as much as might be, the power of 
the music with the pathos of the poetry. Miss Lucie Cobbe, of the 
Royal Academy of Music, gave a pianoforte recital of Schubert’s 
‘Minuet and Trio in B Minor,” and Mendelssohn’s “ Bees’ Wedding,” 
with taste and skill, the latter piece being most noticeable for grace and 
delicacy of interpretation. This was followed by a song from Miss 
Blanche Beaumont, “ The Little Mountain Lad,” a pretty piece, admir- 
ably suited to the singer’s rich contralto voice. Miss Leslie Younge 
sang two songs with her accustomed power and grace ; the second of them, 
“ Darby and Joan,” was sung with sweetness and pathos, as it should be. 

Later in the evening Mrs. Edwin Ellis, who had taken the lead in 

getting up the whole entertainment, joined Mr. Louis Weighton in the 
dramatic performance of The Happy Pair. In this piece the husband, 
whose part was ably acted, quarrelled with his wife, like the brutes 
which men always are; but when the wife, in the most natural manner 
possible, turned upon him, rendering evil for evil, the groans and sighs 
of the astonished and repentant husband would have melted the heart 
of a stone. The piece came to a close, after he had been so well subdued, 
that the example set by the accomplished heroine could not have been 
thrown away on any lady present. 
Altogether, the entertainment was better than the average of amateur 
performances, and a second one of the kind would probably draw a 
good audience upon its own merits, apart from supporting any particular 
object. 


IMITATIONS OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA BY JUGGLERY. 


THE blue leaflets which we have had printed for circula- 
tion contain the following passages about those jugglers 
and men of science who deceive the public by telling them 
that spiritual phenomena are not real :— 

« Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should 

begin by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spirit- 
ualist or stranger to the family present. 
« The assertions of a few newspapers, conjurers, and men 
of science that the alleged phenomena are jugglery, are 
proved to be untrue by the fact that manifestations are 
readily obtainable by private families, with no stranger 
present, and without deception by any member of the 
family. At the present time there are only about half-a- 
dozen professional mediums for the physical phenomena in 
all Great Britain, consequently, if these were all tricksters 
(which they are not), they are so few in number as to be 
unable to bear out the imposture theory as the foundation of 
the great movement of modern Spiritualism. Readers 
should protect themselves against any impostors who, 
knowing to the contrary, may hereafter tell them that the 
phenomena are not real, by trying simple home experiments 
which cost nothing, thus learning how egregiously those are 
duped who trust in worthless authorities.” 
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SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS INSIDE A SEALED BOX. 
Tue following letter, by Mr. Robert Cooper, late of Eastbourne, is 
published in Mind and Matter, a new weekly Spiritualistic journal, 


just started in Philadelphia :— 

At the commencement of autumn of the present year some remarkable 
experiments were made through the mediumship of Mrs. Thayer, the cele- 
brated flower medium of Boston, a fullaccount of which has not yet been 
published. I now propose to give a detailed account of the experiments 
referred to, for I consider that such well-authenticated and conclusive 
phenomena should not be allowed to escape the notice of the public, but 
should be added to the facts, multitudinous and varied in their character, 
that are daily occurring, and on which the superstructure of the glorious 
spiritual philosophy is based. 

The phenomena peculiar to Mrs. Thayer’s mediumship consist prin- 
cipally of the production of flowers in a closed room. Of the reality of 
this fact hundreds of intelligent persons have become satisfied. The 
idea occurred to me that it might be possible for the power that brought 
the flowers into a closed room to go a step further, and introduce them 
into a closed box. The importance of this is obvious, inasmuch as the 
suspicion of confederacy on the part of others, and of secreting the 
flowers by the medium, would be entirely done away with. With this 
idea in my mind I proposed to Mrs. Thayer to make the trial, and with 
her usual willingness to oblige, she readily consented, at the same time 
remarking that she was not at all sure it could be done. 

Accordingly, I bought a box at a store—an ordinary square packing 
case. It was made of three-quarter inch pine board, being nailed together 
with strong nails. Its dimensions were a little over a foot on all sides. 
I had the lid hung with hinges, and had a piece of glass securely fixed 
in it, so that the inside of the box could be seen without opening it. 
Thus prepared, I invited several intelligent and reliable persons to be 
present, in order to witness the trial. Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, the well- 
known mediums, being in Boston, kindly offered the use of their rooms, 
and it was there the company met—fourteen in number. 

After an examination of the box, and everybody being satisfied there 
was nothing in it, it was closed. I then took from my pocket a pad- 
lock, which I had bought for the purpose, and which had never been out 
of my possession, and secured the lid. As an additional security, a 
strip of gummed paper was stuck on the top and thence to the side, a 
_ Seal being attached to either end of it. A gentleman also stuck a strip 

of court plaster in a similar position on another part of the box. Every- 
thing being ready, the light was about to be turned out, when Mrs, 
Thayer said she had forgotten to bring her handkerchief that she 
usually places on the top of her head during the manifestations. This 
she uses to protect her head from the electrical influences that prevail, 
and which are apt to produce subsequent pain. Thereupon, a gentle- 
man took from his wallet a packet of Japanese paper handkerchiefs, and 
offered one to Mrs. Thayer, who remarked that as it was not silk it was 
of no use, and it was placed on the table and the light turned out. The 
company, thus seated around the box in darkness, commenced singing, 
which was continued with intervals of cessation for about half an hour, 
and nothing having apparently occurred, except occasional raps on the 
box and on the table, it was resolved to strike a light and see if any- 
thing had taken place. On looking into the box, something was dis- 
covered, which, in the dim light, was supposed to be flowers, but which, 
on the box being opened, proved to be the paper handkerchief which 
had been left lying on the table, the red pattern of which had been 
mistaken for flowers. It will be noticed, in this case, that the handker- 
chief was not taken from the owner’s pocket until the box had been 
“ fixed,” and was seen inside before it was opened, The box was then 
removed, and the light again extinguished, when, in a very short time, 
a large branch of a fir tree, several lilies, and other flowers were found 
on the table. They were all apparently freshly gathered and were 
covered with cold dew, though the room was uncomfortably hot and the 
medium had not been out of it for at least an hour and a half. At the 
conclusion of the séance the following certificate was unhesitatingly 
signed by those present, none of whom appeared to entertain the slightest 
doubt but that they had witnessed a most conclusive instance of the 
passage of one material substance through another: ‘‘ This is to certify 
that we, the undersigned, were present at a séance at No. 8, Davis- 
street, on the evening of August 24th, 1878, when the phenomenon of 
matter passing through matter was conclusively demonstrated in the 
presence of Mrs. Thayer, the flower medium, by a paper handkerchief 
being passed into a sealed and locked box.—Robert Cooper, Charles 
Houghton, J. L. Newman, D. D. Densmore, John Wetherbee, Edna R. 
Houghton, J. Nelson Holmes, Jennie W. Holmes, F. E. Crane, L. H. 
Ross, Mrs. Augustus Wilson, Mrs, A. B. Lawrence, Mrs. A. C. 
Sylands, J, Martin.” 

It was claimed by the spirits that operate through the Holmeses that 
it was by their agency the handkerchief had been introduced into the 
box, Be this as it may, there is no doubt of the fact that the pheno- 
menon occurred, An excellent account of the séance was published in 
the London Medium and Daybreak, by Mr. John Wetherbee. 

‘Well satisfied with our success, although the full object in view had 
not been attained, it was determined to make another trial. After the 
lapse, therefore, of a week or so, a few persons were invited to be present 
at Mrs. Thayer's residence in Washington-street, the time chosen being 
three o’clock in the afternoon. The box having been duly inspected and 
sealed as before, and the light extinguished, we had not long to wait for 
results, for in the midst of the singing in which we were engaged, aloud 
noise was heard, suggesting the idea that the box was broken to pieces; 
but on a light being procured it was found to be perfectly intact and the 
seals unbroken, and through the glass could be discerned several objects, 
the principal of which were flowers. It was thought advisable not to 
open the box, but to submit it for inspection as it was; and for this 
purpose it was taken to the Banner of Liyht store, where it remained on 
view for two or three days, and where at length it was opened in the 


presence of several persons, who examined the box thoroughly and were 
all assured that it was no trick-box, but, as has before been stated, an 
ordinary packing box, of the simplest character. The contents are 
given in the following certificate, which was signed by all who witnessed 
the séance:— 

“ At a séance held at 833, Washington-street, Boston, September 38rd, 
1878, Mrs. Thayer medium, the undersigned, who were present, hereby 
certify that a copy of the Banner of Light and the Vorce of Angels, a 
photograph, several tiger lilies, a piece of fern, roses, &c., were found 
introduced into a locked and sealed box, besides several flowers on the 
table-—Robert Cooper, Laura Kendrick, Jonathan M. Roberts, J. N. 
Holmes, Jennie W. Holmes, G, A. Bacon, Mrs. Anna L. Reilly, Richard 
Hart (of London), Mrs, I. Floyd.” 

The flowers on the table referred to came after the box manifestation. 
They were principally red roses, and the largest of them was found on 
the head of the medium. None of the objects, with the exception of the 
photograph, were, so far as is known, on the premises at the time ; the 
photograph had been placed in a trunk in an adjoining room. 

A few weeks after the above occurrences Col. H. S. Olcott, president 
of the Theosophical Society of New York, happened to be in Boston, 
and it was thought desirable that he should witness a box séance. 
Accordingly a few friends of Mr. Charles Houghton, at whose residence 
Col. Olcott was staying, were invited by that gentleman to his residence 
in Jamaica Plain to meet Mrs. Thayer. The séance was unsuccessful, 
for just as the manifestations were commencing the arrival of fresh 
guests disturbed the proceedings, and the séance was not continued. The 
following night, however, Mrs. Thayer held her regulur public circle, 
and after most of the visitors had departed it was resolved to make a 
trial with the box, in order that Col. Olcott, who was present, might 
witness it. The box at this time had been further secured by having a 
strip of gummed paper, with a seal at each end, placed on every angle, 
and Col, Olcott impressed his signet ring on the seals that secured the 
lid. Results had not long to be waited for, for in a short time the box 
was found nearly half full of beautiful flowers and a Jarge piece of 
trailing plant, all fresh and perfect, as if that moment gathered where 
they grew. 

Such is a plain statement of the facts of these remarkable stances. 
They involve not only the transporting of objects from one place to 
another, but the still more inexplicable fact of one material substance 
passing through another. The passage of matter through matier is of 
frequent occurrence at spiritual séances, and very few Spiritualists 
doubt the fact of it occurring ; but Iam not aware that such an unique 
and striking example of it has ever occurred as I now describe, and I 
have therefore deemed it advisable to place these séances on record in a 
somewhat detailed form. The witnesses to the facts are persons of more 
than average intelligence, and their probity unimpeachable, and not one 
of them, I believe, has seen occasion to alter the opinion formed at the 
time of the séances; indeed, it is rare for facts, of the charactcr in 
question, to be so well attested and the verdict pronounced on them so 
unanimous and unequivocal. Roser: Cooren. 


Boston, U.S., Doc. 29th, 1878, 


Correspondence, 


[ Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically 
opposed to thosé of this journal and its readers. Unsolieited communications cannot 
be returned; eopies should be kept by the writers. Preference is given to letters which 
are not anonymous.) 


CAPTAIN BURTON’S “ 1F8.” 


Sin,— Captain Burton’s series of little “ {fs ” are summed up by and 
contained within those two larger ifs of the Hebrew prophet quoted in 
my last letter—‘‘ If the Lord be God, worship Him; and if Baal be 
God, worship him ;” but until the greater ¿ifs are understood, and the 
commands following them are obeyed, there is small hope of solid good 
resulting from his suggestions. Substituting for “ the Lord” the words 
Moral Law, and for “Baal,” Political Economy, and using neuter 
instead of masculine pronouns, the sentence becomes, I trust, acceptable 
to the less “ superstitious ” among us. 

To make my meaning perfectly plain, I take the words of the greatest 
intuitional philosopher who ever lived for my definition of the principles 
of moral law, and for my definition of the principles of political 
economy I take the words of the President of the Glasgow Social 
Science Congress, spoken in 1874 ; placing them in opposition :— 

“Ye are all brethren; ye are all one,” ‘Thou shalt Jove thy 
neighbour as thyself.” ‘ Give to him that asketh thee, and of him that 
would borrow of thee turn thou not away.” 

To the same effect I might quote Buddha, or Plato, Cicero, Jerome, 
and Carlyle; but what saith utilitarianism ?— 

“ Man has been defined to be an animal that exchanges. It will be 
seen, however, that he not only exchanges; but, from the fact of his 
belonging in part to the order carnivora, that he also inherits to a con- 
siderable degree the desire to possess without exchanging; or, in other 
words, by fraud and violence, when such can be used for his own 
advantage, without danger to himself. ... In order, therefore, to pre- 
vent or put a stop to a practice which each would object to in his own 
case, and which, besides, would put a stop to production altogether, 
both reason and a sense of justice would suggest the act of exchange as 
the only proper mode of obtaining things from one another.” 

I ask those who are really desirous that the world be made more 
divine to examine, in the light of the old-world teaching, Captain Bur- 
ton’s “ifs.” To examine anything in the Egyptian darkness of modern 
political economy would require the carnivorous clairvoyance of that 
nation’s cat-headed god of vengeance, who, by-the-by, is strangely 
related to Baal. This, I trust, they do not possess; and having so 
examined, they will, I think, find that every suggestion that makes for 
bitterness is utterly useless until men first acknowledge the unchange- 
able character of moral as well as physical law. You cannot teach 
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head of the learner the laws of love and duty that underlie all such acts. 

Prophecy, or no prophecy, a nation that accepts the double-damned 
maxims of human brutality and human selfishness as her mother-law is 
already a nonentity; when the sulphurous fire within her shall reach 
even her external body, and the smoke of her destruction ascend, is but 
a question of time, No Marrer Wuo. 


MADAME BLAVATSKY, 


Sin,—Although I am not so bold or so unpolite as to meddle spon- 
taneously with that very delicate subject, a lady's age, yet, when it is 
thrust before me, I am in the habit of accepting it or not according to 
circumstances. So I must say I was considerably surprised to find in 
The Spiritualist of January 24th that Madame Blavatsky is, by her 
own showing, now eighty-two years of age, hecause I had inferred, from 
a letter by that lady, that it was so very different. 

It had been alleged by an interviewer of Madame Blavatsky, in the 
Revue Spirite of June, 1878, that Madame ‘ had passed nearly thirty 
years in India.’ To this Madame Blavatsky, in a letter contained in 
the Revue Spirite of September, replied :—“‘ Speaking of age, although 
the journals have given me respectively, and at different epochs, the 
age of 25, 60, 86, 92, and 103 years, I feel myself obliged to assure your 
readers that I have not ‘passed more than thirty years in India.’ It 
is exactly my age—c’est justement mon age—although very respectable 
such ag it is—it is in violent opposition to this chronology of fantasy.” 
I had been led, from this, to suppose that Madame Blavatsky was thirty 
years of age. Madame Blavatsky has begun a series of letters in the 
Revue on the doctrines of the Theosophists, and in her letter of this 
month says, ‘‘Ifour doctrines interest the readers, in our next number 
we will try to be more explicit.” ScrvraTor. 


Sm,—There are one or two particulars in Dr. Wyld’s otherwise 
excellent description of Madame Blavatsky in this week’s Spiritualist 
on which I should like to remark. In doing so, it is truc, I have some 
apprehension of opening upon you the floodgates of theological con- 
troversy, although my object bcing only to guard against the old and 
perpetually recurring fallacy of confounding real and verbal differences, 
it ought not to have that result. In charging Madame Blavatsky with 
persisting in confusing “the essence with the external garment of 
Christianity,” it would be interesting to know what and how much Dr. 
Wyld himself regards as the essence, and how much as the garment. 
Without assuming any other knowledge of his beliefs, I should certainly 
infer, from what he tells us of Madame Blavatsky’s agreement with him, 
that were all the Churches of Christendom reunited, with an inquisition 
that should take the tenets common to all of them as the standard of 
orthodoxy, Dr. Wyld would with difficulty escape its fangs. What is 
that esoteric Christianity which is one and the same with esoteric 
Brahmanism and Buddhism? If there is nothing essential to Chris- 
tianity which distinguishes it from the essence of other religions, by 
what right does it assume a distinctive appellation in virtue of this 
common truth? Ifthese are his views, is it not obvious that it is Dr. Wyld 
who isusing the word in a non-natural sense in defending Christianity, and 
not Madame Blavatsky in assailing it? If Dr. Wyld used the name 
“ Christianity” to denote beliefs which any “ heathen” may hold, can he 
complain of othersfor refusing to follow him in this misleading nomencla- 
ture? What, in the opinion of any real Christian, would be his Christianity 
who should reject the identity—in a sense in which no other man can 
ever be identical—of the historical (or, as some of us may think, un- 
historical) person Jesus Christ with the supreme principle of the 
universe which we name God? Who should deny that that person is 
our Redeemer, in the sense in which no other man can ever be so termed ? 
I will not speak of such doctrines as the vicarious sacrifice and atone- 
ment, against which cven intelligent clergymen are revolting, but which 
are still either expressly enunciated, or apparently implied in most of 
the Christian crecds; still less of that other grotesquely shocking 
superstition, which yet few Christian ministers have the courage 
expressly to disclaim, that belicf in these things is necessary to salva- 
tion. I speak only of the Jesus of the Gospel narratives as supplying, 
and exclusively supplying, in His attributes, and being the fundamental 
belief of Christians; and it is not the Gnostic Logos that will save Dr. 
Wyld from the dilemma in which he is placed. For my own part, in 
repudiating the term Christianity as descriptive of the profound truths 
of which I have but as yet a faint aperçu, I hold myself consistently at 
liberty to follow the track of those truths in the sublime, but for me, 
alas! too obscure writings of such great spiritual seers and thinkers as 
Behmen and St. Martin, for instance. So far as I have been able to 
penetrate into their essential teachings, it seems to me that they would 
be quite unimpaired by the admission that the supposed Christ of 
history isa myth. Yet in these writings, if anywhere among pro- 
fessedly Christian authors, is to be found that esoteric Christianity 
whichis merely the ever-springing revelation of eternal truth to the 
prepared spirit. It argues nothing for Dr. Wyld that these men also 
called themselves Christians. The question is whether under the name 
of Christ they were speaking of a historical personage or of a regenera- 
tive principle. Surely the latter; and it and they might as appro- 
priately, or rather with as little propriety, have been called by any other 
name. 

What, I woud ask Dr. Wyld, are “the doctrines and works of all 
Christian teachers ” for which Madame Blavatsky displays “an wn- 
reasoning and intolerant hatred?” Are they doctrines and works which 
he accepts as expositions of his own Christianity? If not, is it not 
evident that he is taking a name to which he has no right? Is not a 
name, as a medium of mutual understanding by those who use it, the 
property of those who use it ina common sense, and not of those who 
use it in a peculiar sense ? 
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Dr. Wyld’s account of our friend is generally so appreciative and just, 
that I cannot but regret that in this and in one other respect he should 
seem to go rather out of his way to censure. Itis true that her task in 
life being combative, she has the combative characteristics which can 
only be replaced by contemplative calm when the work of life is over. 
We attain to “the wisdom of the soul” by different roads. Once 
attained, it is perhaps not less perfect and sublime when it is the hero’s 
repose from the battles he has fought, and his recovery from the 
wounds he has received, for truth’s sake. 

Dr. Wyld referred to another matter which it might be desirable to 
explain, if that were possible or allowable. I mean the age of our 
friend. Dr. Wyld would, I know, be the last person willingly to expose 


i ‘any statement of Madame Blavatsky to misconstruction. But he may 


unintentionally have done so with those who know, or who may ascer- 
tain, her life history only so far as any one can know it but herself. To 
Dr. Wyld, I believe, the statement was not incredible or inexplicable 
even in its apparent sense, But to other friends of Madame Blavatsky 
it was; and I can only say that they believe themselves to be in 
possession of an explanation which is at once profoundly interesting 
and, to them, entirely credible, C. C., Massny. 


TESTING PHYSICAL MEDIUMS. 


Sır, —I do not know that the following mode of test has ever been 
adopted, and, in the hope that it may prove as effectual as it would be 
easy to adopt, I beg to propose it. 

Let a large net of silk or fine twine be made in the shape of a bag, 
say eight feet long by five feet wide, with only one opening at the end 
large enough for the medium to enter by. 

The end should be capable of being drawn close together by a strong 
cord or fine wire. 

The ends of the cord might be prepared so as to facilitate their being 
sealed together. 

The medium having passed into this, and the net drawn overhead 
by the cord and sealed, might assume any position most convenient to 
him or her. 

The enclosing net would afford an effectual bar to any successful 
attempt at personation, or any of the other kinds of deception which 
many allege, and not a few believe, mediums have been guilty of. 

The room might be darkened, or the medium enclosed in a cabinet 
or room adjoining, or remain behind a curtain; but so long as the seal 
proved unbroken, it would be clearly a physical impossibility within 
any known law that the medium could be guilty of deception. 

In this case, too, in order to save unnecessary waste of spiritual 
power, drapery might be provided, and whether placed on the person 
of the medium within the net, or outside of it, would be obviously 
immaterial. 

The National Association would, I have no doubt, supply such nets 
if, after trying one, it was found to answer. 

It is ditlicult to see why such a test should not prove an effectual, 
and very handy one too, particularly in the case of honest inquirers 
who desired to experiment for the first time. 


E. T. WAKEFIELD. 
Hanover Lodge, Harrow-on-the-Hill, 


SPIRIT IDENTITY, 


Sır, —The identity of those spirits who have been prematurely 
removed from this earth is probably made out by the aid of their 
guardians, or by the friendly intervention of some other spirits. I have 
never believed that messages are given, as a rule, by the unaided power 
of the spirit principally concerned. Most spirits, 1 believe, are unable 
to communicate independently, and avail themselves of the mediatorial 
aid of those who can; just as we, on our side, find a medium to place 
us in communication with spirit. I have been repeatedly told that 
messages given either through automatic writing or by raps proceed 
from a number of spirits acting in concert. And I find, as a rule, that 
messages are written by one who is more facile with the pen than those 
who use him as amanuensis. 

The remembrance of earth-life is another matter. I believe that the 
spirit, as soon as it attains full consciousness on being freed from the 
body, sees and knows the events of its previous existence. And this it 
would do even though one’s stage of that existence were a very short 
one, This is an invariable law in spirit life. That many seem to 
forget, or not to be able to tell accurately the events of their bodily life, 
may be owing to one or more of many causes. Either they have not 


_ mastered the difficulties of communication, or they have lost sight of 


the past in the absorbing interests of a wider sphere of life, or they 
have no strong rapport with earth; or, as in some cases known to me, 
the interval of semi-consciousness on their entry to the world of spirit 
has been so prolonged as to efface remembrance, or at any rate to blur 
the record of memory. 

There is strong reason to believe that there is an evolution of spirit, 
step by step, up to incarnation, and that what we call earth-life is 
only one of many stages which the spirit, when emancipated from the 
prison-house of the body, is able to survey. 

W. Sratxton Moszs, M.A. 


London, Jan, 25, 
THE RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM., 


Sır, —I had hoped to say my last in this controversy, but Mr, Mould 
has asked me—in the last number of The Spiritualist—some questions 
in so kind a spirit that I scarcely deem it fair to carry my lance out of 
the tournament without some answer being given to him. 

He apparently wishes me to attempt to show that the “ note of unity” 
ig existing in the Christian faith, as exhibited in the creeds of Uni- 
tarians, Trinitarians, Arminians, Calvinists, and a number of other 
forms of opinion. Te do so would involve a theological argument ; and 
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more, it would imply a departure from my original position. It is no 
part of my undertaking to “ bridge the gulf” existing between the in- 
tellectual conceptions of Arminians, Calvinists, or the like. The 
dweller on the Mendip Hills has little to do with the sports of “ Giant 
Gomer” and “Giant Vincent” on Clifton Downs. Both an Arminian 
and a Calvinist would resent it as an impertinence if I were to attempt 
to criticise, to impugn, to defend, or to palliate any system of theology 
they may possess. Nor do I think it necessary to enter into a polemical 
discussion, which may be carried on in various methods and from various 
standpoints. Iam also under the disadvantage that whereas anybody 
(who thinks it worth while) may know what is my own criterium of 
truth, Iam ignorant of the platform from whence my querist may wish to 
address me, Asa bird which has before now flown a little across the 
theological arena, I rather object to salt being placed on my tail, and 
have no intention to advocate the claims of any of the sects alluded to, 
or to depreciate any of them. The centre of Christian faith is inde- 
pendent of any particular form, and I must refrain from attempting to 
“ bridge the gulf” which some, at least, have excavated for themselves, 
As I did not make the gulf, I am well content that it should exist; and 
I demur to all theological polemic as a side issue to the question I raised, 
“whether unity existed among Spiritualists?’ If I have proved the 
negative of this proposition, it surely is unnecessary to expect me to 
prove the affirmative of a proposition that unity exists somewhere else. 
To do so would infringe on the privileges of the advocates of the sects, 
each of which claims unity, and require the train of reasoning of the 
theologian, besides being far out of the wide limits allowed to con- 
tributors to Zhe Spiritualist, with the liberality which has always 
characterised its editorship, 

I therefore must decline Mr. Mould’s kind invitation, at the same 
time that I heartily commend to him for his perusal a rather elaborate 
argument on the subject, which he will find in the Commonitorium 
attached to Nakateni’s Celeste Palmetum (Malines, 12mo., 1848), espe- 
cially on page 765. The perusal of this will save me making your 
readers tired with the recital of my individual faith or prepossessions, 
or the reasons for the same, which are rather too long for the patience of 
that numerous class who, I hope, feel no interest in the matter; or, I 
will give Mr. Mould privately any reference he may desire. 

C. CARTER BLAKE. 


Sır, —As I do not imagine that you intend to open gour columns to 
a discussion respecting the doctrines and polity of the Roman Catholic 
Church, I shall confine myself to simply answering Dr. Carter Blake’s 
question indirectly addressed to myself, He says :— 

“I must confess my entire ignorance of the time and place when 
(sic) the Roman Church ‘took upon itself—for a consideration—to 
organise a belief for’ Mr. Ellis.” 

My reply as to time is now; as to place is everywhere, but Rome 
in particular. 

Dr. Carter Blake disputes my argument that the ancient Hebrews so 
entirely took for granted the belief in the immortality of the soul after 
the death of the body, that they never thought it necessary to 
formulate this belief into a distinct and definite shape ; and he refers 
me in support of his doubts and views to the 113th Psalm. 

I presume he means the 115th Psalm, as there, in the seventeenth 
verse, I find the words of which Dr. Carter Blake has given us the 
Latin version, and very significant words they are :— 

“The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into 
silence.” 

Now, I maintain that from the whole of the Old Testament you 
could scarcely cull another passage which more clearly expresses the 
opinion of Christian Spiritualists, who think that living souls praise 
the Lord, not the mortal persons who descend into the tomb. Our 
Saviour Himself said, in rebuking the Sadducees, ‘‘ God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living.” 

Ican conceive the pitying stare of astonishment with which King 
David would regard the imputation that his words were capable of the 
misrepresentation that he did not believe in the immortality of his own 
soul. THEODORE ELLIS. 


London, 20th January, 1879. 


Siz,—In your last number, “A. J. C.” and others ask an ex- 
planation of certain passages in my letter in Zhe Spiritualist of the 
lOth inst. 

I have also received private letters from Germany and elsewhere to 
the same effect, and I most willingly, so far as I am able, respond to 
these requests. I do this all the more willingly because ‘“ Esoteric 
Christianity,” under the name of ‘Christian Occultism,” is to be the 
subject. of the paper which I hope to read before the Association on 
the 3rd March, and it seems advisable that some light should be 
thrown on the matter as a preparatory step. 

In your last issue, Mrs. Matheson truly says that “the mystery 
of the Logos is revealed from within ;” but at the same time I 
believe that the esoteric view of Christianity can be set forth 
categorically, 

Mystical Christian writers generally repel superficial readers; but 
those who have pondered those writings, and have found, as it were, the 
“ mystical key” in the illustrations furnished by the ecstatic entrance- 
ments of the psychics and saints, have had revealed to them the secret 
of the Logos as a fact, although none can possess the secret truly except 
those who have been internally illuminated. 

Pe briefly stated, the mystical views are to me somewhat as 
ollows :— 


1. The inner or esoteric essence of all religions is one and identical, - 


namely, the longing of the soul to evoke its spiritual centre, and thus 
aes en rapport, or at one, with the Supreme and Divine Centre— 
od. 


2. Man is a trinity of body, soul, and spirit. 

3. The soul, or mind, or terrestrial ego controls the body during the 
earth life. 

4, The spirit is the God-like essence, the image, or gift of the 
Creator which dwells hidden or submerged in the centre of the soul. 

5. To “save the soul” man must “know himself,’ and to do that 
he must seek, find, and evoke his spirit, and, when found, unite it to 
God actually, and thus become “ One with the Father.” 

6. As a first step, man must determine to “ Zove the Lord his God 
with all his heart, and strength, and soul, and mind, and his neighbour 
as himself.” He must resolve on a life of purity of thought, word, 
and deed, be temperate in all things, and practice continual love, and 
truth, and self-sacrifice. 

7. The body and soul being thus prepared and purified by years of 
constant discipline, the believer then proceeds, by intense desire and 
prayer, to seek and evoke the hidden God-like spirit in the centre of 
the soul, so as to become united to God in actual unity. 

8. Thisis a work of immense difficulty, for ‘‘many are called but few 
are chosen,” and “narrow is the gate that leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” The difficulty is all the greater, because 
‘ whoso putteth his hand to the plough and turneth back is not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven,” and relapsing into selfishness, continually retards 
the progress towards the light. 

9. To those, however, who may be found worthy, the Spirit, the 
Lord, the Word, the Logos, or the ‘Christ within cvery man,” comes 
suddenly to His temple, and the secret of the Logos is revealed in such 
a way as eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. 

10. The Spirit, or Holy Spirit, or Christ generically, thus becomes 
the Saviour of the soul in this life, and man while on earth becomes 
thus also in heaven, even as ‘‘ the Son of Man whois in heaven,’ and 
he thus becomes the Divine, the miraculous, the spiritual man. 

11. This as a secret was revealed by Jesus when He took Peter, and 
James, and John up into a high mountain apart, and as He prayed He was 
transfigured before them, and His face shone as the sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light. 

12, Thus only can man while on earth have the kingdom of heaven, 
which is within him revealed, and this transfiguration of Jesus of 
Nazareth becomes the type of those acts whereby the saints have from 
time to time been raised from the ground, while their faces shone with 
effulgence, and their chambers became filled with light. 

It is thus seen that man must “work out his own salvation with fear 
and trembling” from the centre of his own soul, and that any priestly 
intervention must be an interference with the divine anatomy of the 
soul, for the Christ in man is the Saviour of the body and soul as 
physiological and psychological facts. 

This is the truest and highest theosophy, and has only been attained 
to in rare instances and at long intervals, although the time may 
possibly be not far distant when the Divine man may become more 
manifested to the world. 

Meanwhile, it will be found an ample work to prepare to live the 
life ; and the truer the life led the greatcr will become the health and 
strength, and wisdom and light of mind and body. 

The reason, I conceive, why the mystics concealed their views under 
enigmatical language was, in the first place, as a protection to them- 
selves in times of Church persecutions, and also in order that the 
worthy only should understand the mystery; for they knew that the 
powers of evil magic could be obtained by the practice of severe bodily 
austerities united with intense will force, and that such powers became 
demoniacal in the hands of wicked men and women. 

There is a superficial analogy between the esoteric doctrine of the 
salvation of the soul and the epidemic conversions of revival periods ; 
but this last not being prepared for by a life of continual self-sacrifice, 
is like the good seed which “ fell on stony ground where it had not much 
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 
but when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it 
withered away.”’ Further, these conversions being unaccompanied by 
the gifts of prophecy and healing, cannot be the truest salvation of the 
soul. 

The views I have expressed have come to me during many years 
study of ecstatic entrancement, together with a continual study of the 
life-teachings of Jesus the Christ, and latterly by a study of the lives 
of the saints, GrorcE Wyn, M.D. 


SPIRITUALISM IN GLASGOW. 


Sirn,—To-day is the birthday of Burns—Scotland’s son, Scotland’s 
poet—misunderstood in his life, and worshipped after death, in common 
with all the great and good. Amidst the gloom of weather, hearts, and 
markets, a ray of light breaks through from the birthday remembrance 
of this great but heretical soul. Notwithstanding the depression of 
trade, and the excitement of the unfortunate City Bank trial, “ Robbie's 
no forgot.” The Spiritualists in Glasgow, with a number of temperance 
friends, met at a social gathering in the Trongate last night; Mr. 
Robertson, secretary of the Glasgow Spiritual Association, read an able 
paper appropriate to the occasion. Songs and recitations were the 
order of the hour, ‘and an enjoyable “nicht wi’ Burns” was spent. 
There is an amount of cheerfulness in the city, and should a stranger 
ask the cause, he is at once informed that it is Burns’s birthday. A 
large number of séances is held here, and I regret that I have been com- 
pelled, from professional work, to decline invitations to many of them. 
Mr. David Duguid, the “‘Hafed” mcdium, holds two séances weekly— 
one at his private residence, every Wednesday evening at eightp.m., to 
a selcct circle of constant sitters, who have met thus for years. Under 
these favourable conditions, surprising manifestations occur under strict 
test conditions. Direct writing, direct painting, landscape, and minia- 
ture, being produced with several colours on ‘ marked” cards, in from 
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aminute to a minute and a half. Dr. Wyld said some time ago he 
would gladly give £50 for positive evidence of direct writing. I venture 
to think Mr, Duguid’s controls would not undertake this for money, but 
if Dr. Wyld will forward me two slates, with or without pencil, bound 
together im such a manner that they could not be opened without de- 
tection, I will willingly see what can be done in the matter. If accom- 
plished (concerning which I have no doubt), I have every reason to 
believe that Dr. Wyld will find some useful way to invest £50 or more 
for the benefit of humanity, physically and spiritually. The power 
is very great at these séances, and I do not see that direct 
writing, conjoined to the passage of matter through matter, may 
not be as easy of production ag ‘tying a knot on an endless cord.” 
Mr. Duguid’s second séance is given every Friday evening to members of 
the Association in their rooms, Trance addresses and answering ques- 
tions are the leading features. These meetings are generally attended by 
the same persons, so the miseries of promiscuous séances are advan- 
tageously avoided. Mr. Robert Duguid, a brother of the gentleman 
mentioned, is alsoa medium. A circle of earnest investigators is held 
at his house every week. Trance and clairvoyance are the principal 
phenomena, Another circle has been held in the house of Mr. Bowman, 
the photographer, of Jamaica-street, during the last four months, every 
Sunday morning at 11 o'clock. The spirits or intelligences controlling 
the medium give great satisfaction ; they enunciate broad views, prac- 
tical in character, and eminently adapted to the concerns of everyday 
life. To certain learned minds Spiritualism, although investigated by 
them before I was born, affords no evidence of a ‘‘life hereafter” or 
immortality. To my mind there is one thing which creates in me a most 
profound impression, namely, the universal fact in modern Spiritualism, 
that all “controls,” “intelligences,” seen and unseen, ‘‘ forms,” and 
“ materialised spirits ” claim to have once lived upon this earth; also 
the words and deeds of many of them are awfully human. In fact 
‘‘medium,” “spirit of the medium,” “will power,” and the ‘etc. ” 
which covers all the rest of the speculations, has been utterly unable 
to account for a single rap, since the so-called spirit of a murdered 
pedlar thirty years ago said he did it. Philosophers differ, so do 
doctors, here, and I have no doubt hereafter ; but upon this point all 
“ gpirits” are agreed, “they once lived on earth.” They are the same 
Tom, Dick, and sweet Arabella we once knew. The public Sunday 
services of the Association continue to be fairly attended. Mr. Alex. 
Duguid, a third of the medical brothers, favoured us last Sunday with 
an inspirational address on the “New Dispensation.” To describe it as 
an oratorical effort of the first order is not saying too much. Mr. 
Alex. Duguid will occupy the platform of the Association six 
times during the coming year. It is commonly reported that 
Mr. A. Duguid is about to take the field as one of the 
forlorn hope—one of the public mediums. He is known for his 
thorough earnestness, and has a large stock of zeal and enthusiasm to 
back him in his work; he is a trance clairvoyant and test medium, 
Mr. Wallis will occupy the platform of the Association next Sunday, 
at eleven a.m. and half-past six p.m.; the subjects will be selected by 
the audience. He will also lecture on the following Monday at eight 
p-m, Mr. Wallis’s last visit to Glasgow gave such satisfaction that 
the Association have arranged with him to deliver a series of lectures 
during the year. À DaO 

If Spiritualism, real and true, is not making much noise in these 
parts, “the work goes bravely on.” The tricks of conjurers may 
amuse, create a hearty laugh, and thus do good ; the lies of conjurers 
may deceive for a little ; but time will test and wipe them out. Truth 
will prevail, and Spiritualism itself stand the test of man’s enlightened 
reason and conscience. The truth will remain to cheer our hearts and 
help us to bear the discipline of this life; for life las its duties, the 
performance of which forms the steps to the greater and real spiritual 
life, the full enjoyment of which is the righé, I believe, alike of peasant 
and king. J. Coates. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 


Tue quarterly meeting of the Newcastle Spiritualists’ Society, under 
the presidency of Mr. John Mould, was held on Wednesday evening last 
week. There was a good attendance of members. After the usual pre- 
liminary business was concluded, the secretary proceeded to read the 
quarterly report, which stated that there had been twenty-six séances 
during the quarter, at which 284 members had been present. After the 
report had been carried, the question of the re-engagement of Mr. J. J. 
Morse came forward, when it was ultimately moved by Mr. Hakersey, 
and seconded by Mr. Geo, Wilson, that ‘‘ Mr. Morse be engaged for 
twelve months, but that the terms of the engagement be left with the 
committee.” Only one voted against the motion. 

Mr. H. A. Kersey moved, ‘‘'That the name of the society be changed 
from its present title ‘Psychological,’ to that of the ‘ Newcastle 
Spiritualists’ Society,’ ” as he thought that they ought to have a name 
which described what they meant. He had long thought that the 
present title was unsuited to the objects of the society. 

Mr. Geo. Wilson seconded the motion, f 

Mr. W. C. Robson opposed the motion, as he thought that its present 
title was much better, seeing that the society included not only Spirit- 
ualists, but a great many who were only investigators, They did not 
wantto make a sect of Spiritualism, but if they made it a“ Spiritualists’ 
Society,” they barred the door against new inquirers. 

Mr. Kay moved an amendment, “That the name of the society 
should be the ‘ Neweastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society.’ ” He 
said that the word psychological did not convey any meaning to the 
outside world. 

Mr. Dawson, in a few appropriate remarks, seconded the amendment. 

A good discussion followed, and on the votes being taken the motion 
was lost by a large majority; only five voting for it, and twenty-one 
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against. The amendment was ultimately carried by a small majority on i 


being put against the original title. 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 


Tuz following details about the council and constitution of the Psycho- 
logical Society of Great Britain may be of interest :—Its place of meeting 
is 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square, London, W., and it was 
established in 1875. President, Mr. Serjeant Cox. Vice-Presidents, 
Lord Borthwick, Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S,, and Mr. Georce 
Harris, LL.D. Council, Mr. W. H. T, Balliston, Mr. P. W. Clayden, 
Mr. W, H. Coffin, Mr. R. H. W. Dunlop, C.B., Mr. E. B. Florence, 
Mr. J. Percy Gordon, Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley, LLD., Captain 
Kelso, R.N., Mr. T. Russel Kent, the Rev. W. S. Moses, M.A., 
Mr. FE. Myers, Mr. ©. C. Massey, Mr. F. W. Percival, M.A., Pro- 
fessor C. J. Plumptre, Mr. Deputy Saunders, Mr. G. M, Tagore, 
and Mr. C. S. Wake. Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, Mr, Francis K. 
Munton. 

The following are the rules of the Society :— 

i.—This Society is formed for the promotion of Psychological 
science in all its branches. Its object is the investigation of the 
forces, organic und intelligent, that move and direct the material 
mechanism of man, 

2.—The Society consists of ordinary members and honorary and 
corresponding members. 

3.—The government of the Society is vested in the Council; and the 
Council, elected as hereinafter mentioned, consists of the president, 
six vice-presidents, a treasurer, a secretary, and eighteen ordinary 
members, of whom six shall retire annually, the retiring members 
to be selected by lot, and to be eligible for re-election for the ensuing 
year. 

4.—The president, vice-presidents, treasurer, secretary, and six of 
the ordinary members of the Council shall be elected by ballot at the 
annual general meeting, 

5.—If, in the interval between two annual meetings, any vacancy in 
the Council shall occur, the Council shall have the power of appointing 
some member of the Society to fill such vacancy. 

6.—The election of members is deputed to the Council. Each candi- 
date for admission must be proposed by a member of the Society, or 
give references satisfactory to the Council. 

7.—Every person elected shall, on producing the treasurers 
certificate that the payments hereinafter directed have been made, be 
admitted by the chairman at the first ordinary meeting at which he 
1s present, according to the following form :—‘ In the name, and by 
the authority of the Psychological Society of Great Britain, I admit 
you a member thereof.” 

8.—Each member resident within twenty miles of London shall pay 
an annual subscription of two guineas ; beyond that distance one guinea. 
Such annual subscriptions can at any time be compounded for by a 
payment of twenty guineas or ten guineas respectively, 

9.—Ladies’ tickets may be issued by the Council at one guinea per 
annum, admitting to all meetings not expressly excepted in the notice, 
and entitling to all the publications of the Society. 

10.—AH annual subscriptions become due on the Ist day of January 
in each year; but an original subscription commencing after the 31st 
day of October extends to the end of the following year. 

11.—Whenever a member shall be one year in arrear in the pay- 
ment of his annual contributions, the treasurer shall apprise him by 
letter, and if the arrears be not paid within one month after the 
forwarding of such letter, the treasurer shall report such default to 
the Council, and the Council shall use its discretion in erasing the 
name of such member from the list; and he shall uot be allowed to 
attend the meetings of the Society, nor to enjoy any of its privileges, 
until his arrears be paid. 

12.—Any member may withdraw from the Society by signifying his 
wish to do so by letter under his own hand addressed to the secretary, 
Such member shall, however, be liable to the contribution of the year 
in which he signifies his wish to withdraw, and shall continue liable to 
the annual subscription until he shall have discharged all sums due by 
him to the Society. 

13.—Should there appear cause in the opinion of the Council for the 
expulsion from the Society of any member, a special meeting of the 
Council shall be called for that purpose; and if three-fourths of those 
voting agree by ballot that such member be expelled, his name shall 
be erased from the list of members, 

14.—A general meeting shall be held annually on the third 
Thursday in May, to receive the report of the secretary on the state 
of the Society, and to discuss and determine such matters as may be 
brought forward by the Council relative to the affairs of the Society. 
No law of the Society shall be altered except by resolution at a general. 
meeting. 

15.—The Council shall call a special general meeting of the, Society 
whenever it seems to them necessary, or when required by any five 
members todo so. Every such requisition shall be signed by five or 
more members, and shall specify, in the form of a resolution, the object 
intended to be submitted to the meeting. 

16.—The requisition, the resolution, and the notice of the special 
mecting shall be sent to all members one fortnight previous to such 
meeting ; and at the meeting the discussion shall be confined to the 
object specified in the motion. . 

17.—The ordinary meetings of the Society shall be held on the first 
and third Thursdays in every month from November to June both 
inclusive ; and a printed card of such meetings shall be sent to each 
member before the commencement of the session, 

18.—Business shall commence at half-past eight o’clock in the 
evening precisely, when the minutes of the preceding ordinary meeting 
shall be read. i P 

19.—The regular business of ordinary meetings shall be to read the 
minutes of the preceding meeting, and to read and discuss such com- 
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munications relating to Psychology as have been approved by the 
Council and ordered to be read at the meeting. ; 

20.—Every member shall have the privilege of introducing two 
visitora (personally or by written order) at all ordinary meetings of the 
Society, but the name and that of the member introducing shall be 
entered in a book kept for the purpose, 

21.—At an ordinary meeting no question relating to the laws or 
management of the Society shall be introduced. 

22,-—The president, or any three members of the Council, may at 
auy time call a meeting of the Council, to which the whole Council 
shall be summoned. 

93,—In all meetings of the Council ¿%ree shall be a quorum. All 
questions shall be settled by vote unless a ballot be demanded, the 
chairman having, in case of an equality, a casting vote. 

24,—The president shall take the chair at every meeting of the 
Society or of the Council at which he may be present; he shall keep 
order in all proceedings, submit questions to the meeting, and perform 
the other customary duties of a chairman. 

25.—It is the duty of the president to execute and cause to be 
executed the regulations of the Society; to see that all the officers 
of the Society and members of the Council and of committees perform 
the duties assigned to, or undertaken by them respectively; to call 
for reports and accounts from committees and persons ; to cause, of his 
own authority, and when necessary, special meetings of the Council and 
of committees to be summoned; and to propose, from time to time, to 
the Council such measures as shall appear to him conducive to the 
welfare of the Society. 

96,—As chairman of the Council he shall appoint referees to examine 
and report on original papers communicated to the Society, previous to 
their being read or published. 

27,.—In the absence of the president, the senior vice-president at the 
meeting shall preside. If no vice-president be present, the meeting 
shall elect any member present as president for the evening. 

28.—The Council may appoint committees for any purpose, and 
delegate to such committees all necessary powers for the performance of 
their duties. 

29,.—The secretary has a general charge of ali the arrangements, 
and the execution of all the directions, of the Council and of the Society, 
and the immediate superintendence of all persons employed by the 
Society ; charge of its books and papers, and also, conjointly with the 
treasurer, of the accounts of the Society. 

30.—The whole of the property and effects of the Society of what 
kind soever, shall be vested in three trustees for its use: one of 
which trustees shall always be the treasurer for the time being; and 
two shall be chosen by the members at a general meeting of the 
society, 

31. Every paper presented to the Society shall in consequence of 
such presentation be considered as the property of the Society, unless 
there shall have been any previous engagement with its anthor to the 
contrary ; and the Council may publish the same, in any way, and at 
any time, that they may think proper. But should the Council refuse 
or neglect, within a reasonable time, to publish any such paper, the 
author shall have a right to copy the same, and publish it under his 
own direction. No other person shall publish any paper belonging to 
the Society without the previous consent of the Council. 

32.—No paper shall be read exceeding twenty minutes in the reading, 
no speaker thereon shall exceed ten minutes, and the author shall be 
allowed fifteen minutes for reply. But any of the limits may be ex- 
tended by the chairman with the consent of the meeting. No speech 
shall be commenced after 10 p.m. except the reply. 

33.—Honorary members of the Society shall be selected by the 
Council from men eminent in psychological science throughout the 
world. 

34.—Corresponding members shall also be elected, to consist of 
gentlemen residing in foreign countries, capable of furnishing informa- 
tion on subjects of interest to the Society. 


SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA IN AUSTRALIA. 

Mr. Jesse SHEPARD, the medium, is in Australia, and the Sydney 
Evening News of October 19 last, publishes the following account of a 
séance with him :— 

A circle of ten, for the most part well-known citizens acquainted with 
each other, and above suspicion of collusion, met at Mr, Shepard’s 
rooms, at Mona House, Wynyard-square, on Friday evening last at 
eight o'clock. Our séance commenced by the sitters writing the names 
of any friend they wished to communicate with on slips of paper, which 
being folded up and placed before the medium, he took them up in turn, 
and soon obtained written answers from some who announced their 
presence. Two were received from very ancient spirits who purported 
to be present. One came in with the sitter who arrived last—a stranger 
to Mr, Shepard—who said immediately upon his entrance, “A Greek 
spirit has come in with you, who has been trying to influence you.” 
This the gentleman, himself a medium, acknowledged to have been 
the case. 

‘The writing by spirit agency, however, not being a specialty of Mr. 
Shepard, proved so exhausting to him that his invisible friends com- 
manded him to close with a short developing circle. 

The doors were accordingly locked and the lights extinguished, and 
the sitters joining hands were invited to engage in singing well-known 
hymns. Before the lights were well out the writer was patted gently on 
the hands by little fingers, which she recognised as those of her departed 
child, whose name was given as present, and who afterwards encircled 
her with his arms from behind. Mr. Shepard, it, should be stated, was 
sitting in front of a piano, with a heavy table four feet by two and a 
half ketween him and the sitters, whose chairs were arranged in semi- 


circular order towards him. Soon all present were being touched and 
spoken to by their invisible friends, One well-known control in Sydney 
circles, of the gentleman spoken of above, sustained a prolonged con- 
versation with him in the direct voice, and also did the same with one 
or more besides, asserting he would show his power, which he did with 
a vengeance at the conclusion. All this time a guitar and tambourine 
at first upon the table were off, and being carried about and 
played by the invisibles—now resting on some of the hands of 
the sitters, now upon their heads; whilst the medium, from 
his seat near the piano, was continually speaking, giving the names of 
spirits present and messages from them, and occasionally drawing 
sweetest music from the instrument. Several in the circle were con- 
trolled by spirits—two gentlemen spoke in foreign tongues—and two 
ladies were simultaneously inspired by different singers. Presently Mr. 
Shepard announced that Malibran would herself sing through him her 
favourite song from the opera of I} Puritani—always received with the 
greatest applause while she was in earth life, and which she hoped 
would be appreciated by those composing the circle. The company were 
then enraptured with the most heavenly music (vocal and instrumental) 
that can be conceived, the guitar also accompanying, and were also 
treated to a ravishing duet by the medium and one of the ladies. The 
singers, it appeared, were controlled by departed celebrities, while the 
charming accompaniment was attributable to the influence of another. 
This wonderful séance was drawn to a close by the table—no light one— 
being raised from the ground, without contact; and after some little 
delay, from resting on the hands of the sitters, it was cast over 
their heads on to the floor, outside the circle. The spirit visitors then 
said ‘“ Good night,” the father of the writer breathing, in his own well- 
remembered voice, “God bless you!” while his tender hand was laid 
upon her forehead, 

The above is a most incomplete and inadequate account of this never- 
to-be-forgotten evening, the foregoing particulars of which are found to 
be corroborated by the other sitters spoken to on the subject, except 
where the experience related would naturally be confined to the mind of 
the narrator.—ComMMUNICATED. 
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B.—A movoment which includos among its believors some of the chiof crowned 
heads of Europe, can afford to troat with indifferenco tho misroprosonta- 
tions of a few Scotch professors who mislead those who trust in them. 
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SPIRIT-IDENTITY, 
By M.A. (Oxon). 
Cloth Svo, red odges, prico 5s, post freo. 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offico, London, W.C. 


Price Five Shillings, Post free, Cloth. Richly gilt, 
“RIFTS IN THE VEIL” 


Contains, among various standard specimens of the work of some of tho bost 
minds in Spiritualism, a portion of tho continuation of 
THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD, 
Purporting to havo been given by the spirit of Charles Dickons through a 
writing medium ; the selections display the humour and gonius of Dickens, 
Tho book also contains some 
SPIRIT TEACHINGS, 
Givon through the mediumship of “ M.A. (Oxon).” 
Lhe Spiritualist Nowspaper Branch Offico, London, 


Price 3s. Gd. Post Free. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 407 pp. 


STUDIEN UBER DIE GEISTERWELT, 
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This work contains among othor items of interest a record of phonomena 
observed at séunces by tho author, and a closo criticism of some of tho writ- 
ings of Professor Tyndall about Spiritualism. 

“Mr, Alexander is unquestionably a vory clever writer.”——Saturduy Review, 

Lhe Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, Loudon, 


Prico Fivo Shillings. Post Free. Cloth, Crown 8vo. 
ANIMAL MAGNETISM AND SOMNAMBULISM. 


By Epwin Ler, M.D., 


Corresponding member of tho Medical Academios of Paris, Berlin, Munich, 
Brussels, Madrid, Turin, and Florenco. Author of tho Prizo Essay on 
‘‘Mesmorism and Therapoutics,” awardod by tho Milan Society for the 
Promotion of Scionco, Arts, and Lotters, 

The Spiritualist Nowspapor Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 


Prico Fivo Shillings. Post Freo. Cloth. 
A LYRIC OF THE GOLDEN AGE. 


Givon through the inspirational modiumship of Thomas Lako Harris. These 
poems, givon while Mr. Harris was in a stato of trance, aro of raro literary 
excellonce, 

The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Litorature of Spirit- 
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 

ondon, W.O. 

(For purposes of mutual convenienee the above office has been 
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit- 
uallsts, but the Assoclation and Zhe Spiritualist Newspaper and 
pabllshing businass are not in any way conneoted with each 
other} 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by Willlam Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
wmbiished to seientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
he physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 8. 


MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace; F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Humes “Essay on Miraeies.” Jt also 
reeords a large number of Interesting spiritual manifestations, 
and contains some of the personal experiences of Mr. Wal- 
lace. ős. 


VONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 


A brilliant well written littie essay on Spiritualism. Neatly 
pound, with giit edges. 2s. 


THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 
this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor oI 
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
hy vision events conneeted with the early lustory of geological 
specimens’ these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prelistorie animals iwere 
surrounded. The author also sent his elairvoyants to examine 

ortions of different planets, and they gave deseriptions of the 
Inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of eaeh, The 
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the 
senaltives as the ylslons passed before their eyes. The substance 
of a review of this book in “The Spiritnalist ” was to the eflect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author. who also 
possesses sufficient Intelligence to select ciairvoyants who wauid 
not cheat him, The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself duwn to the question of the rejiability 
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information abont 
distant plaees on earth, has been found sometimes to give nc- 
ourate results and sometimes inaccurate resuits, The review 
urther expresses the opinion that if ever interpianetary com- 
munication should be established, it will he by means of elair- 
voymuce or some other of the latent and littie understood 
spiritual powers in man, Three Vols, 24s.; or 83, per single 
volume, 
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Philosophy of Spirltua! Interconrse : 
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Conjugai Love; Truth v. Theology . $ å ‘ 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 
Oriental Religions {Johnson) A à . . oh 
Religions of the World (Leleh)—A well-written Ittle book, 
reeommended by Tag SPIRITUALIST Newspaper . 26 
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The Wheei of the Law ({Alabaster)~A book containing in 
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History of American Socialisms (Noyes) . 3 5 sif 0 
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The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Illstories of the Zulus, 
w, the Rey Jfenry Cailaway, M.D. Im slx parts . 18 
The Life and Teachings of Confucius. Transated into English, 
witli Proliuluary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by Janes 
gge, D.D. . . . > ; : 
Myths and Myth-makers, Old Tales and Superstitlons inter 
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10 
Awas-1-llind'; or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indiar: Officer 6 
The Life and Works of Mencius, Translated into Lnelisi: 
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL.D. . 12 
On Exaited States of the Nervous System; an (aileged) Ex- 
nlanation of the Mysterles of Modern Spiritualism, 
reams, Trance, Somnambuilsm, Vital Photography, Faith 
Will, Origin of Life, Anweathesia, and Nervous Congestiou 
by Robert H. Collyer, M.D. s .12 6 
The Dervisies: or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P, Brown, 
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of America 
at Constantinople . ‘ r al 
Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North 
Germany aud the Netheriaude, by Benjainin Thorpe. Iu 
three vols, . : , . . . 16 
The Koran: commonly ealied tho Aleoran of Mahommed. 
Translated iuto English immediately from tie origiual 
Arabic, by George Sale . 10 6 


NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS 
Containing iustruetions 
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME, 
With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium preseut, may be 
obtained at Lhe Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, price 
300 for Sixpence, post free, or 500 for Ninepence, post free. 
These leaflets are specially suitable 
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIO MEETINGS, 
And in localities where mediums and spirit circlea are uot 
ata : numerous, 

The Spiritualist says :— Contention abont Spiritualism and 
mediums should be avoided, and actiou substituted, The real 
strength of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts thau iu 
clamouring about them ; the facts. therefore, should be multi- 
plied by the wholesale dissemination of printed information 
how to form circles in the homes of private families, A pro 
portion of those who receive the information will try experi- 
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in their own 
homes wili at once irrevocably recognise as impostors or dis- 
reputably uusafe guides, those nawspapers and individuals 
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If ever 
Spiritualist makes it binding npon himself to ‘drop about’ or 
distribute five hundred of the leaflets, containing instructions 
how to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will be 
deluged with nseful information, and such a number of 
mediums will spring up in private families, as to rapidly in- 
crease the knowledge of truths calculated to benefit in the 
highest degree this matorialistic, consequently irreligious age.’ 
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SPIRIT PEOPLE. 


A scientifically accurate description of Manifestation 
recently produced by Spirits, and 


SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED RY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS IN LONDON. 


By WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price 1s.; post free lz, 1d. 
38, Great Russell Strect, London, W.C. 


Or of MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 9, Montgomery-street, 
Boston, U.S. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

“As a dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have 
investigated the subject without pre-conceived ideas, and the 
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with 
those of Messrs, Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in fayour not 
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of 
the gonuineness of the communications alleged to be 
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed 
question of & priori objections to Mr. Harrison's opinions we 
shall not now enter. We will only say that his descriptions of 
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that 
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his 
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the 
book (which is singularly free from dogmatie pretension) is 
rigorously logical."—Public Opinion, 

*‘ At the outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any 
intention of proselytising or forcing his opinion down non- 
Spiritualistie throats, and it is only fair to admit that the 
sneceeding pages are remarkably free from argument and 
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb- 
founding nature.”--London Figaro. 

“ Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that 
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more 
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so 
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for 
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any 
of the nonsensieal acts with which they are accredited.”— 
Morning Advertiser. 

“The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which 
Mr. Harrison secms to have approached the question, emi- 
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the 
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful 
perusal of his little bookiet, we are bound to acknowledge that 
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither 
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to 
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what he be- 
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative 
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. Tho 
mode in which Mr. Harrison has discharged his task is praise- 
worthy; but what of the tasi itself? To those who are un- 
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so- 
called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the 
spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the 
system, the revelations contained in Spirit People will appear 
startling and antecedently impossible."—South Wales Daily 
News 
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IN thirty years Spiritualism has spread through all the 
most civilised countries on the globe, until it now has tens of 
thousands of adberents, and about thirty periodicals. It has 
also outlived the same popular abuse which at the outset 
opposed railways, gas, and Galileo’s discovery of the rotation 
of the earth. 

The Dialectical Society, under the presidency of Sir John 
Lubbock, ae a large committee, which for two years 
investigated the phenomena occurring in the presence of non- 
professional mediums, and finally reported that the facts were 
true, that the raps and other noises governed by intelligence 
were real, and that solid objects sometimes moved in the pre- 
sence of mediums without being touched. 

Mr. William Crookes, F.R S., editor of the Quarterly Journal 
of Science, deviser of the radiometer, and discoverer of the 
new metal thallium, investigated the phenomena of Spirit- 
ualism in his own house, and reported them to be true. Mr. 
A. R. Wallace, Mr. Cromwell Varley, Prof. Ziillner, and a great 
number of intelligent professional men have done the same, 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME, 


Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
stranger to the family present, 

The assertions of a few newspapers, conjurers, and men 
of scienco that the alleged phenomena are jugglery are 
proved to be untrue by the fact that manifestations are 
readily obtained by private families, with no stranger 
present, and without deception by any member of the family. 
At the present time thero are only about half-a-dozen pro- 
fessional mediums for the physical pheuomena in all Great 
Britain, consequently, if these were all tricksters (which they 
are not), they are so few in number as to be unable to bear 
out the imposture theory as the foundation of the great move- 
ment of modern Spiritualism. Readers should protect them- 
selves against any impostors who may tell them that the 
phenomena are not real, by trying simple home experiments 
which cost nothing, thus showing how egregiously those are 
duped who trust in worthless authorities. 

One or more persons possessing medial powers without 
knowing it are to be found in nearly every household, and 
about one new circle in three, formed according to the follow- 
ing instructions, obtains the phenomena :— 

1. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no in- 
terruption for ove hour during tho sitting of the circle. 

2, Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, 
about the same number of each sex, Sit in subdued light, 
but sufficient to allow everything to be seen clearly, round an 
uncovered wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in 
contact with its top surface, Whether the hands touch each 
other or not is of little importance. Any table will do, 

3. Belief or unbelief has no infiuence on the manifestations, 
but an acrid feeling against them is weakening, 

4, Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
general conversation or in singing, and it is best that noither 
should be of a frivolous nature. 

5. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often 
a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands, The first 
indications will probably be table tiltings or raps, 

6. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, 
to avoid confusion let one person only speak; he shoule talk 
to the table as to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table 
that three tilts or raps mean " Yes,” one means “No,” and 
two mean * Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 
undersiood, If three raps be given in answer, then say, “If 
I speak the letters of ihe alphabet slowly, will you signal 
every time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a 
message?” Should three signals be given, set to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of 
communication is established. 

7, Possibly symptoms of other forms of mediumship, such 
ay trance or clairvoyance, may develop; the better class of 
messages, as judged by their religious and philosophical 
merits, usualy accompany such manifestations ratber than 
the more objective phenomena. After the manifestations are 
obtained, the observers should not go to the other extreme 
and give way to an excess of credulity, but should believe no 
more about them or the contents of messages than they are 
forced to do by undeniable proof, 

8. Should no results be obtained at the first two séances 
because no medium chances to be present, try again with 
other sitters, A medium is usually an impulsive individual, 
Yery Bensitive to mesmeric influences, 
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 
From The Morning Post. 

The Morning Post, whieh strongly recommends the book in a 
review nearly a column long, says:—'* Comic literature which 
honestly deserves the epithet seems to be rapidly beeoming a 
thing of the past; consequently auy writer who, like Mr. ITarrison, 
exhibits a genuine vein of humour, deserves the praise of all who 
are not too stupid to enjoy aninnocent laugh. Not that his muse 
restricts herself only to such lighter utteranees ; on the contrary, 
some Ofhis poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings 
of our Common humanity... . The unfortunate Hadji's narrative 
of his adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite 
one of the funniest things that has been published for years. ... 
The book contains quite enough to ensure it a welcome from 
which lts tasteful appearance wlll not detract.” The Morning 
Post says of The Wobblejaw Ballads :— No’ one can help laughing 
at them,” and It says that the rhymes are pitehed in ‘something 
like the same key” as Zhe Bon Gaultier Ballads or The Biglow 
Papers, “ with au appreciably successful result.” 


From The Court Journal, 


“All are of marked ability... .Ocecaslonally we find verse of 
great beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure poetic 


gift.’ 
From Zhe Graphic, 

“Those who can appreciate genuinc, unforced humour should 
not fall to read The y Lays and Prose D nnings, Written, 

rinted, published and reviewed by William H. Harrison (38, Great 

Russell-street). Both the verses and the short essays are really 
funny, and in some of the latter there is a vein of genial satire 
which adds piquancy to the fun. Zhe Lay ofthe Newspaper Editor 
is capital, if rather severe, and so is The fay oF the Macebearers ; 
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he 
went to be photographed.” 
From Pubic Opmion. 

« A volume of remarkably good verse... . Some of the metrical 
legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the 
meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr, 
Harrison, however, knows where to plant his fun, and an aeeu-~ 
rate scientifie mind like his can make jokes with suceess.... To 
al! who wish to read a pleasant yolume magnificently got up as a 
gift-book, we commend The Lazy Lays.” 

From The Bookseller, 

“An odd but most entertaining assortment of qualnt and 
humorous faneies, some in verse and others in prose, and all 
written with a fiuent and not ungraceful pen. The vein of 
humour whiel: permeates them is genuine, rich, and original, and 
not at all ill-natured.” 

From Nature, 

‘Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases alluded to, 
and the imprint bears that the work is published ‘A.D. 1877 
(popular chrenology }; A.M, 5877 (Torquemada) ; A.M. 50,800,077 
(Huxley). We believe that our readers may derive a little 
amusement from a perusal of the volume.” 

From Zhe British Journal of Photography. 

“The Lazy Lays include many admirable picces, some of which 
arein verse and others in prose, some scientifie, others soeial, but 
all of them excellent... . The Lazy Lays will make exeellent and 
amusing readiug for an occasional spare half-hour... . ‘hey con- 
taiu nothing unrefined or in bad taste.” 


From Zhe Dublin University Magazine, 
“ How Hadji Al Shacabac, an amiable Turk, was pliotographed, 
is well done... . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design,” 
From Zhe Photographic News, 


«Mr. W. H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar in 
counection with photographic and other seientific literature, has 
considerable facility of versification, and deals, in pleasant and 
humorous mood, with many seientific follies which are better 
laughed down than gravely disputed.” 


From Zhe Scotsman. 

“In Mr. W. H. Harrison's Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings 
there is a good deal of broad humour aud satiric power, with a due 
toundation of solid sense.” 

From The Bradford Daily Chronicle. 

“ Good poetical diction Is displayed. Mr. Harrison has produced 
a most welcome book...‘How lladji al Shaeabac was Photo- 
graphed,’ will be sure to make every reader roar with laughter.” 


From The Dundee Daily Advertiser, 


«¢ With such a free and easy author it is n@turally to be expeeted 
that his subjects should bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn- 


erasy, and indeed they are as free and easy as himself.... The 
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmieal swing, 
.»» The work is very elaborately bouud in cloth and gilt... A 


gorgcous design upon the cover. ... If oul readers wish to en~ 
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very 
clever and versatile member of the order.” 


From The Liverpool Daily Courier. 


** In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr. 
William H. Harrison provides a gift-book elegant in its appear- 
anee and entertaining in its contents.... The author is imbued 
with the true spirit of humour, and amuses all while offending 


none.” 
From The Western Daily Press (Bristol). 


“« A volume from the versatile pen of Mr. W. H, Harrison, a 
well-known eontributor to the London and provineial press, and 
editor of The Spiritualist.. .. Mauny ot the humorous poems re- 
mind us ofthe ingoldsby Legends. The Lay of the Photographer 
The Lay of the Macebearers, and some of Zhe Wobdblejaw Ballads 
would not have been unworthy of Barham himself, Some of the 
shorter poems are exquisite, and there pervade the whole a reli- 
gious sentiment and poetic feeling which will make them accept- 
able to most readers. 


From the daily Northern Whig (Belfast). 


“<The finest thing in the book is ‘How Hadji Al Shacabac was 
Photographed.’ Tt is an admirable addltion to our not too ex- 
tensive comic literature. The story is one of which extracts 
would not give an adequate idca; it is intensely humorous.... 
‘Those who wish to obtain a handsome gift-book of un amusing 
nature, Will fnd what they wantin Zhe Lazy Lays.” 


From The Bristol Daily Post, 

“A curious collectlon of verses and prose essays of ynequa 
merit. ,,. The serious and sentimental verses belong to the type 
of Mrs, Hemansg’s or Ja. E. L,’s productions.” 

From The Kensington News. 


It is “ after the manner of Barham, Hood, Mark Twaln, or any 
of those merry souls who do quite as much good in their day and 
generation as theauthors of the most serious works, The Lays 
are always original, sometimes scrious, generally comic, but 
never vulgar,” 
From The Maivern News. 

“It is in itself a work of itsclf—original, and a cast of ita 
author's mind. It is a work of great power and beauty ; full of 
lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in 
tenderness and pathos; sparkling with wit and humour; and one 
that may be read many times over... The geteup of the book is 


very handsome.” 
From Zhe Folkestone News. 


“A number of clever sketches and poems, among the latter 
being a series of papers entitled The Wobblejaw Ballads, whigh 
appeared in the columns of this paper a short time ago, 
and which created such a furore at the time” [W.8, An 
irate member of the Lown Council officially called the attention of 
the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone to the burlesques in the 
* Wobblejaw Ballads,” but the members assembled laughed at the 
matter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that he 
did not mind them.] . .. “It contains some very choiee poems 
and prose essays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an original 
design of no ordinary merit on the cover.” 


Obtainable, price 7s. Gd., post free, at the Branch Office of the 
Spiritualist Newspaper, London, W.C, 
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